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7. What seat  did the scribes and Pharisees occupy (Matthew 23:1-4)? What 
quality harmed their reputation with Christ (cf. Matthew 23:23-28)?

The scribes and Pharisees sat in Moses’ seat as teachers of the law, but their 
hypocrisy made them poor examples of the doctrines they taught.

8. What carpenter’s tool is described in Amos 7:7-8? What is its literal and 
spiritual purpose (John 12:48, Hebrews 4:11-13)?

The plumb line’s purpose is to determine straightness and squareness, to 
demonstrate spiritually that one is justified.

9. Consider Proverbs 25:4. What is the metal smith’s dross and its spiritual 
equivalent  (Second Timothy 2:19-22, Galatians 5:19-21, First Corinthians 
5:7)?

Dross is mineral waste, scum  formed on the surface of molten metal and 
then disposed. Dross is equivalent to works of the flesh, that is, sinful 
attitudes that are not conducive to spiritual growth and excellence.

10. What  causes people’s faith to suffer shipwreck (James 1:5-8 and First 
Timothy 1:18-20)?

A lack of wisdom  or experience cursed by the presence of error can cause 
many people to be driven and tossed by life and longings to the point that 
some suffer absolute shipwreck and destruction.

11. What is God’s judgment regarding sorcery, witchcraft, astrology, etc. in 
the New Testament (Galatians 5:19-21)? Would this include today’s palm 
reading, horoscopes and magic acts?

Sorcery is condemned as a work of the flesh and those who practice it will 
not inherit the kingdom of God.

12. What is involved in preaching the word “in season and out of 
season” (Second Timothy 4:1-5; cf. Acts 20:26-27)?

The preacher must be intent upon teaching the truth even if it offends the 
audience or threatens his livelihood or popularity. He must preach with 
great patience and instruction without stopping to worry about tickling ears. 
He must be sober, endure hardship and fulfill his ministry by doing his work.
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Introduction
Poetry and lyricism are filled with odes to work, most  of them rather 

negative. “Heigh Ho, Heigh Ho, It's Off to Work We Go” is not  as jaunty a 
sentiment  as it might  sound, especially when so many modern people loathe 
their jobs and secretly covet  the slothful existence of the unemployed. Bible 
occupations were naturally rather different from those in today’s 
technologically based economy. In reality, though, until the Industrial 
Revolution of the nineteenth century, much was quite the same. These 
occupations were chosen, not necessarily because they represent  the most 
basic Bible occupations, but because they best  lend themselves to modern 
spiritual application. The study’s goal is to provoke thought, discussion and 
practical execution.
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Lesson 13: Review
1. In what  way are Christians themselves then likened to soldiers (Ephesians 
6:10-18)? Whom does Paul identify as our enemy (Second Corinthians 2:11, 
First Peter 5:8)? How is a preacher like a soldier (Second Timothy 2:1-4)? 

The devil has declared war against Christians, who must defend themselves 
and even invade his territory in order to gain great victories. Paul prepared 
him  to suffer hardship as a good soldier of Christ and not to entangle 
himself with the affairs of life that would distract him from  winning the 
battle at hand.

2. What is meant by the athlete’s being temperate in all things (First 
Corinthians 9:24-27; cf. Titus 2:12)?

Paul means that we should discipline ourselves and compete in such a way 
that we might gain the victory–denying ungodliness and striving after 
righteousness.

3. What was the farming problem that Jesus recognized as he beheld lost 
souls (Matthew 9:35-37)? Why does the problem persist? Think!

Jesus acknowledged a lack of laborers to reap the white harvest of lost 
souls. The problem persists because disciples are unmotivated and churches 
are complacent and distracted by the social gospel.

4. What “bait” did the apostles use in fishing for men (Romans 1:16, 6:23, 
10:17)? What more carnal baits are commonly used by churches today?

They taught the word of God, for faith comes by hearing it. Today churches 
are just as likely to use social gospel lures like food, recreation and other 
physical services, rather than the pure gospel message of redemption.

5. What  spiritual lessons do we learn from Zacchaeus the chief publican 
(Luke 19:1-10)?

We learn that anyone can be saved who is willing to change and make every 
possible restitution.

6. Who is the Bible’s most  famous and lovable harlot? Why is she 
noteworthy (Hebrews 11:31 and James 2:25)? Give some examples of ways 
that modern women might sell their bodies, even if it  is not for actual sexual 
intercourse (Matthew 5:27-30).

Rahab the harlot hid the Hebrew spies because she believed more in God 
than in Jericho. Women sell their bodies when they use them to elicit lust.
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6. On what basis is it proper to pay a preacher (First Corinthians 9:1-14)?

No one ever labors at his own expense and preachers should make their 
living from the gospel just as an ox cannot be muzzled while he is threshing.

7. Paul describes the qualities of elders and deacons in First  Timothy and 
Titus, but also touches on some qualities that preachers like Timothy needed 
in Second Timothy. What are they (2:24-26)?

The Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome, but kind to all, able to teach, 
patient when wronged, able to correct opponents gently.

8. With what  is he thoroughly equipped (Second Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17; 
Ecclesiastes 12:10)? What other things is the preacher sometimes tempted to 
augment his toolbox (First Corinthians 2:1-5, First Peter 4:11)?

The preacher is thoroughly equipped when he studies the word of God so 
that he can teach, reprove, correct and train others. He should not add his 
opinions, human wisdom, artificial creeds, defunct Old Testament codes or 
other things to the authority of the word.

9. What is involved in preaching the word “in season and out  of 
season” (Second Timothy 4:1-5; cf. Acts 20:26-27)?

The preacher must be intent upon teaching the truth even if it offends the 
audience or threatens his livelihood or popularity. He must preach with 
great patience and instruction without stopping to worry about tickling ears. 
He must be sober, endure hardship and fulfill his ministry by doing his work.

10. What  does the preacher’s uniform look like (Mark 1:6, Matthew 23:5)? 
What titles should he wear (Matthew 23:6-12; Psalm 111:9)? 

The clergy concept of vestments, titles and the like is of artificial origin and 
usually interferes both the humility of the minister and the personal 
responsibility of the so-called layman.
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Lesson 1: Soldier

“Soldiers of Christ, arise, and put your armor on, / Strong in the strength 
which God supplies through His eternal Son.” The words belong to Charles 
Wesley, waxing lyrical around the year 1741, but  the sentiment  is plainly 
biblical, despite some disciples’ discomfort with the martial imagery.

1. What  was the name of the mighty hunter before the Lord (Genesis 
10:8-12)? See if a lexicon or commentary can tell you what he hunted.

Nimrod hunted men as a conqueror of lands.

2. Warfare as we might  recognize it  seems to begin in the fourteenth chapter 
of Genesis. Who was the ultimate victor in those battles (1-16)? What is the 
significance of the number 318?

Abraham led 318 servants to defeat those who had kidnapped his nephew 
Lot, but there is nothing special in the number itself.

3. What resemblance did the Exodus pilgrims bear to an army (Exodus 
13:18, 20; Numbers 1:3, 2:2, 31:14)?

They marched in orderly ranks, camped on the journey, accepted 
conscription of young men 20 and older, flew tribal standards or flags and 
served under captains in divisions.

4. Soldiers seem to be present  everywhere in the New Testament, readily 
lending themselves to spiritual imagery. Why were there so many soldiers 
about?

The Roman empire was then occupying Israel and most of the world, 
quartering thousands of soldiers there to keep the Jews under control. In 
addition, the Jews employed soldiers as servants as well.

5. In what  way are Christians themselves then likened to soldiers (Ephesians 
6:10-13)? Whom does Paul identify as our enemy (Second Corinthians 2:11, 
First Peter 5:8)?

The devil has declared war against Christians, who must defend themselves 
and even invade his territory in order to gain great victories.
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6. Describe the Christian’s suit of armor (Ephesians 6:14-17):

• girded your waist with truth

• breastplate of righteousness

• feet shod with preparation of gospel of peace

• shield of faith to quench Satan’s fiery darts

• helmet of salvation

• sword of Spirit which is the word of God

7. Does this imagery license the Christian or the church to engage itself in 
literal battle? For what kind of fight are we intended (Second Corinthians 
10:1-6)?

We do not war according to the flesh, but use the sword of the Spirit to cast 
down false arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the 
knowledge of God.

8. Paul specifically compared the young preacher, Timothy, to a soldier 
(Second Timothy 2:1-4). What did Paul warn him about?

Paul prepared him to suffer hardship as a good soldier of Christ and not to 
entangle himself with the affairs of life that would distract him from winning 
the battle at hand.

9. Just as we saw Israel marching in ranks, there is a sense in which 
Christians must also march in order. What causes disorder in the ranks 
(Colossians 2:1-6, First John 2:1-6, Second Thessalonians 3:6, 15)?

Sin and deceptive teachings cause the Christian to march out of step, 
subjecting him to the correction of the church lest he influence the entire 
company for disorder.

10. Consider the paring of the army of Gideon (Judges 7:1-7). What were 
the two reasons that  so many potential soldiers were discharged? What are 
the two corresponding virtues the soldiers of Christ must  possess (First 
Corinthians 16:13, First Peter 5:8)?

Twenty-two thousand confessed to being afraid, while 9,700 were unfit 
because they were not alert enough. Soldiers of Christ must be brave and 
vigilant.
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Lesson 12: Preacher
How can one go wrong when his work is compared to that of an ox, but his 
feet are deemed to be beautiful nonetheless?

1. What kind of a preacher was Enoch (Jude 14-15)? Who was the original 
“preacher of righteousness” and how many souls did he save (Second Peter 
2:5)?

Enoch was a very blunt preacher who prophesied about the judgment of the 
ungodly. Noah was the preacher of righteousness who preserved only eight 
souls when the flood came.

2. Where did Ezra the scribe do his preaching (Nehemiah 8:1-4)? What were 
the three parts of his preaching technique (verse 8)?

Ezra preached from a wooden podium, reading from the word of God, giving 
the sense of the message and then helping the audience to understand what 
had been read.

3. How was Paul ordained to preach (First Timothy 2:7, Second Timothy 
1:11, Acts 22:10-16, 26:16)? How was Timothy trained to preach (Acts 
16:3)?

There was no formal seminary education or ordination ceremony or 
certification, but Saul was instructed by Jesus and then Ananias as to what 
his mission would be. Paul then mentored Timothy, Titus and others so that 
they could preach. 

4. Why are the preacher’s feet beautiful–even when they’re not (Romans 
10:11-15, First Thessalonians 5:12)?

We should esteem them highly who bring the gospel to us, although not so 
highly that we permit them to lead us astray.

5. What  is the difference between an evangelist  and a preacher (Second 
Timothy 4:5, Acts 21:8)? What is a minister (First  Timothy 4:6, First Peter 
4:10)? What  is the difference between a pastor and a preacher (Ephesians 
4:11, Acts 20:28)? 

There is no difference between evangelist and preacher in Scripture. A 
minister is anyone who serves the kingdom, but is sometimes specially 
applied to preachers. Pastors shepherd the flock, whereas preachers teach it 
under their oversight.
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5. Who practiced magic in the following passages?

• Second Kings 9:22: Jezebel

• Nahum 1:1, 3:4-5: Ninevites

• Isaiah 47:9-13: Babylonians

• Micah 3:6-7: Astrologers

6. What  is God’s judgment regarding sorcery, witchcraft, astrology, etc. in 
the New Testament (Galatians 5:19-21)? Would this include today’s palm 
reading, horoscopes and magic acts?

Sorcery is condemned as a work of the flesh and those who practice it will 
not inherit the kingdom of God.

7. What did it take for Simon to be converted out of sorcery (Acts 8:9-24)?

Simon was converted when he saw Philip’s genuine miracles, but 
covetousness was a big part of Simon’s craft and he had to change his ways 
in order to be converted.

8. We learn something about the genuineness of ancient magic from Paul’s 
condemnation of Elymas (Acts 13:4-13). What was Paul’s opinion of it?

He was full of deceit and fraud.

9. There was, however, something to divination, at least in the age of 
miracles. Where did the power come from (Acts 16:16-24)?

Any actual power came from evil spirits.

10. What  two groups of pretenders were exposed by the evil spirits (Acts 
19:11-16)?

The itinerant Jewish exorcists and the seven sons of Sceva.

11. How did the Ephesian magicians prove their repentance (Acts 
19:17-20)? How far should we go to imitate them regarding today’s magic?

They burned their valuable magic books.
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Lesson 2: Athlete
The ancient Olympic games were very central to Greek culture for almost a 
thousand years until they were canceled in A.D. 393 because they seemed to 
contradict  the new nominally Christian perspective of the empire. It  is the 
Isthmian Games, however, conducted in Corinth, that probably provide even 
more of the athletic flavor of the apostle Paul’s writings and illustrations.

1. How do the following items from athletics relate to Christianity?

• uniforms: orthodoxy in convictions

• finish line: dying faithful in the Lord

• disqualification: apostasy which causes loss of salvation

• competition: we compete against Satan, not each other

• rules: the New Testament is our rule book

2. One key to athletic success is determined training. What  does Paul 
command the Christian “athlete” (First Timothy 4:6-9)?

Although bodily exercise profits a little, godliness is profitable both now and 
in the life to come. Therefore, we must exercise ourselves toward godliness 
with nourishing words of faith and abstaining from error.

3. What will a well-rounded diet of the word of God effect in us?

By reason of use, we will exercise our senses to discern good from evil.

4. Many movies have been made of the gladiators who lived in the first 
millennia. It was a time when Christians were executed by being thrown in 
with lions. That image survives in several New Testament passages, 
including First Corinthians 4:7-13, where Paul notes that the apostles are a 
spectacle to the Greek world. What was their response to such ill-treatment?

“Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure; being defamed, we 
entreat. We have been made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all 
things until now.
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5. At least one central doctrine of Christianity made such suffering 
worthwhile. Identify it and what threatens it (First Corinthians 15:30-35; cf. 
Galatians 5:7-8).

Paul’s belief in the resurrection of Christ and mankind made the risk of 
being thrown to Caesar’s lions worthwhile, but association with false 
doctrines put even that at risk.

6. Read Hebrews 12:1-2. The scene is a cross-country foot race observed by 
a great throng of spectators. Who are they? What is the writer’s 
recommendation for obtaining victory (cf. verses 14-16)?

The writer acknowledges the faithful of Hebrews 11 are now cheering on the 
disciples who are running life’s race. He recommends that we run with 
endurance and wisely cast aside every weight and sin which will so easily 
cause us to stumble. 

7. What kind of vision is necessary to finishing the race (Philippians 
3:12-15; cf. Luke 9:62)? What is the prize (cf. Second Timothy 2:5, 4:6-8)?

One must maturely ignore the discouragement of past mistakes and press on 
courageously toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus, the crown of life and righteousness.

8. What  is meant  by being temperate in all things (First  Corinthians 9:24-27; 
cf. Titus 2:12)?

Paul means that we should discipline ourselves and compete in such a way 
that we might gain the victory–denying ungodliness and striving after 
righteousness.

9. What would render vain the boxer’s match or the runner’s race? What 
could render vain our faith and efforts as Christians (Second Peter 1:5-11 
and Philippians 2:16)?

Defeat. We are defeated as saints if our faith proves fruitless and we miss 
out on heaven.

10. How do you know you are fighting the good fight  (First Timothy 
6:11-12)?

Am I fighting to win or just hoping to achieve an impossible draw?
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Lesson 11: Magician
Our modern fascination with magic is actually not  so novel after all. Man 
has been concerned with sorcery, astrology and all sorts of other 
superstitions and deceptions since his earliest days. While entertaining at 
times, modern deceivers and those who trade in the works of the flesh fall 
under the same condemnation as that in the Old and New Testaments.

1. Magic, or sorcery, is condemned throughout the Bible, but its practice 
never ceases. One of the first  places we observe them is in Egypt  when 
Moses asks Pharaoh to let God’s people go to worship. Consider Exodus 
chapters 7-10. What  is the difference between what  Moses and Aaron did 
compared to the work of Pharaoh’s sorcerers and magicians?

Moses and Aaron were doing the miraculous work of God by his power, 
while the servants of Pharaoh were using some other force–their own 
deception or some power of Satan–to imitate the miracles.

2. Jewish tradition connects Pharaoh’s sorcerers with the Jannes and 
Jambres mentioned by Paul in Second Timothy 3:1-9. What attribute do they 
epitomize for New Testament readers?

Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses just as false brethren resist the truth 
because their minds are corrupt and foolish.

3. The Old Testament is replete with tales of competitions between God’s 
prophets and the devil’s astrologers and sorcerers. How did Daniel prove the 
authenticity of his ability (Daniel 2:1-19)?

Daniel proved his reliability by telling Nebuchadnezzar the details of his 
dream before telling its interpretation. The magicians just made things up to 
interpret dreams.

4. What was God’s legal position on sorcery during the Old Testament 
(Leviticus 19:26-28,31; 20:6; Deuteronomy 18:9-14)?

It was strictly forbidden under penalty of death.
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5. Sometimes we feel like we are drowning in a sea of despair, 
disappointment  and anxiety and the words of Jonah provide us with an 
explanation of what  is occurring (2:1-9), especially to the degree that  some 
wounds are self-inflicted. What was the key to Jonah’s restoration (see also 
Acts 3:19-21 and First John 1:5-10)?

Jonah sunk so low that he was compelled to think of nothing else, but to 
remember the Lord and to make prayer to him. We effect a similar, yet 
superior, restoration when we repent of our sins and reestablish our 
communication with the Lord.

6. Paul told the Corinthians about being “in perils of waters … in perils in 
the sea” and much of the book of Acts is taken up with his maritime 
misadventures (13:13, 20:3, 16; 21:1-2). Rather than boast of his courage 
and commitment  in such matters, in what did he choose to boast (Second 
Corinthians 11:22-30, 12:9-10)? Why?

Paul preferred to boast in the things which concerned his infirmity, 
understanding that the corresponding power of Christ rested upon him and 
made him spiritually strong where he was physically weakened.

7. Noah is surely the Bible’s most famous seaman. What  is the enduring 
lesson of his voyage, according to the apostle Peter (First Peter 3:18-22)?

Baptism now saves you just as sailing in the ark saved Noah and his seven 
relatives who were saved through water.

8. What  causes people’s faith to suffer shipwreck (James 1:5-8 and First 
Timothy 1:18-20)?

A lack of wisdom  or experience cursed by the presence of error can cause 
many people to be driven and tossed by life and longings to the point that 
some suffer absolute shipwreck and destruction. 

9. Every spiritual seaman should be able to discern one sign in the sky. What 
does the rainbow signify (Genesis 8:20-9:17)?

The rainbow is a sign of God’s covenant with Noah that he would never 
again destroy the earth by flood.

10. What is the fate of the Earth (Second Peter 3:1-13)?

God will destroy the Earth by fire on Judgment Day.
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Lesson 3: Farmer and Vinedresser
Farmers and vine dressers still labor today, but most of them are cogs in a 
giant agribusiness machine. In the days of the Bible, most men worked the 
soil to some extent, making for fertile territory in the teacher’s parables. We 
lose something if we don’t bother to translate that teaching into our own 
understanding today.

1. Who was one of the first  farmers (Genesis 4:1-8)? Compare his vain 
worship in this passage to the one who went to his own farm in the parable 
of the marriage supper (Matthew 22:1-14).

Cain tilled the ground and erred by bringing its fruit to God as a sacrifice 
when faith required a blood offering like Abel’s (Hebrews 11:4). Like Cain, 
many in Christ’s parable erred greatly by seeking their own convenience and 
will when faith called them to obey the gospel.

2. When Paul references the farmer for Timothy, it is clear that the young 
man is not  actually a farm worker at  all (Second Timothy 2:1-7). What  is 
Paul’s point  throughout this passage and especially in the farming reference 
(see also First Corinthians 9:9-14)?

Paul means to encourage Timothy to be both faithful and diligent that he 
might fulfill his ministry by being fruitful. We learn here that the preacher is 
worthy of his wages and can make a living, if not a killing, from his service 
in the kingdom.

3. One of the most  famous parables is that  of the soils, or the sower of seeds, 
found in Matthew 13:1-23. All disciples are eligible to be seed sowers–but 
what is the seed (see also James 1:21 and First Peter 1:23, 4:11)?

The Christian must sow the word of God into the hearts around him. 

4. Describe the four basic types of soil the sower is prone to find:
a. wayside soil allows seed to be snatched away quickly

b. stony soil allows seed no chance to take root and withers

c. thorny soil allows seed to be choked by cares of life

d. good soil allows word to be heard and nurtured and obeyed
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5. What was the problem that Jesus recognized as he beheld lost souls 
(Matthew 9:35-37)? Why does the problem persist? Think!

Jesus acknowledged a lack of laborers to reap the white harvest of lost 
souls. The problem persists because disciples are unmotivated and churches 
are complacent and distracted by the social gospel.

6. If Christians can see themselves in the vein of farmers according to so 
much New Testament literature, then two agrarian assets emerge as vital to 
success–diligence and fruitfulness. How can we ensure both (First 
Corinthians 3:5-9)?

Diligence is evident from our motivation to make an effort and by itself 
ensures fruitfulness, for God is responsible for giving the increase after man 
has planted and watered the seed of salvation.

7. Consider the parable of the vineyard workers in Matthew 20:1-16. What 
would be the application in the ears of Jews who were about  to see Gentiles 
in the kingdom? What would be the application to longtime Christians today 
who watch some live lives of sin, only to seek forgiveness or conversion late 
in life?

Jesus could prepare the Jews to accept the Gentiles, not as proselytes or 
second-class citizens, but full members of the body. Likewise, we should not 
withhold our joy over genuine repentance, even if it happens after a long life 
of indulgence, unless we are secretly envious of the sin that preceded it.

8. Our God is patient  with us as we listen to invitations to which we do not 
respond and as we learn lessons which we fail to apply. What should we 
learn about his patience, however, from the parable of the fig tree planted in 
a vineyard in Luke 13:6-9 (see also Matthew 21:18-22)?

There is a limit to his patience. 

9. In another parable, Christians are not so much vineyard workers, but 
something else (John 15:1-8). What are we? What  is the lesson of the 
parable?

Christians are the fruit produced by the apostolic branches, which are 
connected to Christ the true vine. God dresses the vine, shaping us to be 
fruitful and vital, but can also cast us away if we detach from him  to commit 
apostasy.
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Lesson 10: Sailor
Sailing might have taken Christopher Cross away, but a careful voyage can 
lead the believer to even closer proximity to the Lord.

1. Read First  Kings 9:15-28. What did Solomon build? What did the seamen 
know? Make an application!

Solomon could afford to build the ships, but it was the seamen who knew the 
sea. As wise as he was, Solomon couldn’t do it all, and as able as we esteem 
ourselves to be, we will always need other people. Seamen know one thing 
and that is the sea, but if you’re on a boat, that’s the knowledge that matters 
at the moment.

2. Sailors are noted for reading the skies for clues as to direction and 
weather, part of an allusion that  Jesus made in condemning the Pharisees in 
Matthew 16:1-4. What were the signs of their times?

Jesus provided evidence of his deity and the fact that he was the messiah but 
they were blinded by envy and false doctrines so that they saw him as an 
impostor instead. The signs of the times would come to include his eventual 
resurrection, just as Jonah was raised from the belly of the fish that 
swallowed him.

3. Perhaps this was also the time that Isaiah anticipated in his inspired 
prophecy, specifically chapter 33:20-24. What exactly is he predicting?

Isaiah used maritime imagery to describe a better time for the people of God 
after the Messiah has come and healed them of their iniquities.

4. The Bible’s second-most famous sailor was not  a seaman by trade, but  a 
passenger. Why did Jonah take to the sea (Jonah 1:1-3)? Who proved to be 
more honorable–God’s prophet  or the heathen seamen (1:4-16)? What  might 
this teach Christians who live in a world with many sinners?

Jonah tried to flee from God who ordered him to go to Nineveh to preach 
against it. The seamen feared God more than Jonah did, teaching us all to 
be humble and to look for little lessons wherever we can find them, whether 
in the actions of little children or the unexpected charity of unbelievers.
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6. How does Paul’s wish harmonize with what  he wrote the Romans about 
vengeance (12:17-21)?

In the very least, Paul does not show any intention of exacting his own, 
personal, vengeance, but clearly leaves it in the hands of God to judge 
Alexander.

7. We meet  a silversmith in Acts 19:21-41. Why was Demetrius so upset 
with Paul?

Demetrius was angry because Paul was bringing the Diana cult into 
disrepute and he made his living by casting her idols.

8. Which motivated Demetrius more–love of Diana or love of money? What 
is love of money, according to First Timothy 6:10?

Demetrius seems to be more motivated by love of money than of Diana, 
whom he only mentions in order to gain Ephesian allies. Love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evil. 

9. How do greed and idolatry intersect in the New Testament  (Colossians 
3:5, Ephesians 5:5)?

Paul wrote that covetousness is idolatry. 

10. What is the solution (Jeremiah 10:14 and First Timothy 6:17-19)?

The New Testament idolater must realize that he is trusting in a lifeless, 
unintelligent god and deal penitently with the shame.

18! Jeff S. Smith

Lesson 4: Fisherman
A surprising number of people continue to enjoy fishing today as a 
recreational sport, but  very few make fishing their occupation. Nevertheless, 
the fisherman is a pretty relatable symbol to most  people who have at  least 
limited experience baiting a hook and waiting … and waiting … and 
waiting.

1. One of the first places we see the metaphorical fisherman is in the 
prophecy of Jeremiah, who lived about 600 years before the incarnate Christ 
(16:10-18). What  was the work of the fishermen there (cf. Habakkuk 
1:12-17)?

The fishermen, and the hunters, symbolized those who attacked Judah prior 
to a physical restoration of the population. Jeremiah foresaw the Babylonian 
conquest.

2. Which of the 12 apostles were fishermen by trade (Matthew 4:18-21, John 
21:2-3)?

Peter and Andrew were discovered while casting their net into the Sea of 
Galilee. James and John were called while mending their nets in the service 
of their father, Zebedee. At least two other disciples joined them in between 
the resurrection and ascension as well.

3. What was Christ’s invitation to them?

Jesus said, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”

4. How would fishing compare to the apostles’ work?

They would fish for men by “baiting” them with the lure of remission of sins 
and eternal redemption.

5. What “bait” did they use in fishing for men (Romans 1:16, 6:23, 10:17)? 
What other, more carnal, baits, are commonly used by churches today?

They taught the word of God, for faith comes by hearing it. Today churches 
are just as likely to use social gospel lures like food, recreation and other 
physical services, rather than the pure gospel message of redemption.
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6. Proverbs 11:30 suggests that “he who wins souls is wise.” There are two 
ways to take that–that  winning souls is a wise thing to try to do, and, that it 
takes wisdom to win them successfully. What  kind of wisdom does the Bible 
recommend in the following passages:

• First Corinthians 9:19-23: Become all things to all people.

• Colossians 4:5: Walk in wisdom and redeem the time.

• First Thessalonians 4:9-12: Lead a quiet life and don’t be nosy.

• First Peter 3:15: Always be ready to defend your hope.

7. The fishing motif shows up in the writings of James as he discusses the 
power of temptation. What is the universal lure that  he identifies (1:12-15; 
cf. Proverbs 5:22 and Job 18:5-10)?

James points to each man’s own desires as the enticement that will make him 
jump on the devil’s hook and be caught in the cords of his own sin.

8. Forgive the mixed metaphors, but if the devil is doing the fishing, what 
advantage do we still possess (Proverbs 1:17, Second Corinthians 2:11, First 
Corinthians 10:13)?

We are not ignorant of his devices, but should be able to see when he is 
setting a trap for us, so that we might see God’s way of escape.

9. Jesus makes reference to Jonah, who was swallowed by a “great 
fish” (NKJV) or “whale” (KJV) in Matthew 12:38-41. What is “the sign of 
the prophet Jonah”? What  was the Jews’ main interest in fish signs (John 
6:1-32)?

The resurrection of Christ from three days in the tomb is the antitype of 
Jonah’s sojourn in the fish’s belly. The Jews were more interested in eating 
fish than seeing in them signs of the resurrected messiah.

10. What is the lesson of the parable of asking for a fish in Luke 11:5-13?

We should learn persistence in prayer and that God always provides 
spiritually for the one who does not lose heart.

8! Jeff S. Smith

Lesson 9: Smith
Statistics say that “Smith” is the most  common surname in the English 
language and that must  indicate that “smithing” was once an 
overwhelmingly popular trade. Smithing is very present in the Old 
Testament, especially in the construction of the tabernacle and idols.

1. Who is the father of smithing (Genesis 4:19-22)?

The father of smithing would probably be Tubal-Cain, “an instructor of 
every craftsman in bronze and iron.”

2. Part  of the metal smiths’ work was in refining, an application that finds its 
way into the Hebrews’ wisdom literature and into the New Testament. What 
is the refinement analogy in Proverbs 17:3? What  application did Peter 
make regarding it (First Peter 1:6-9)?

“The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, But the LORD tests 
the hearts.” Likewise, persecution tests the faith of believers, in order to 
prove and strengthen it for praise, honor and glory at the return of Christ. 

3. Consider Proverbs 25:4. What  is dross and what is its spiritual equivalent 
(Second Timothy 2:19-22, Galatians 5:19-21, First Corinthians 5:7)?

Dross is mineral waste, scum  formed on the surface of molten metal and 
then disposed. Dross is equivalent to works of the flesh, that is, sinful 
attitudes that are not conducive to spiritual growth and excellence.

4. What is your understanding of Proverbs 27:21?

A man is not necessarily valued by what he thinks of himself, but by the 
impression he makes upon others. One test of character is one’s reputation 
with other people, although it is obviously an imperfect one.

5. What smith does the Bible reader meet in Second Timothy 4:14? What 
does Paul think of him?

Alexander the coppersmith did Paul much harm, for which the apostle prays 
he will be repaid according to his works.
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5. Consider Romans 12:16. What becomes of Christians who set their minds 
on high things and refuse to associate with the humble (First Peter 5:5-6, 
First Corinthians 3:18-20)?

Christians who are overwhelmed by pride in their intellect, power, wisdom 
or accomplishments can begin to hold less-esteemed brethren in derision, 
puffing themselves up to the point that they abandon the edification such 
brethren must provide. They end up being lost again due to this pride.

6. Carpenters, though esteemed to be common, are valuable in their ability 
to build things. That  ability lends itself then to a common New Testament 
analogy. Where does the wise carpenter lay his spiritual foundation (Luke 
6:46-49; First Corinthians 3:11, 10:4)? Explain how this is accomplished 
(John 8:28-32, I John 2:6).

Wisdom dictates that one build his life upon the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
first by becoming his disciple in faithful, penitent baptism, but then by living 
a life that seeks to imitate his selfless example.

7. What does the solid foundation of God say (Second Timothy 2:19)?

Two things: “The Lord knows those who are his” and “Let everyone who 
names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”

8. A carpenter can also build dishonorable things. Consider Isaiah 44:13-20. 
What  was the foolishness in this construction? How does it  compare to 
similar foolishness today (Matthew 6:19-24, Second Timothy 3:1-5, First 
John 5:21)?

Isaiah remarks how silly it is to take a tree and use part of it to make a fire 
on which stew is cooked, while using the other part to make one’s god. 
Idolatry in its various modern forms is just as shortsighted and foolish.

9. What carpenter’s tool is described in Amos 7:7-8? What is its literal and 
spiritual purpose (John 12:48, Hebrews 4:11-13)?

The plumb line’s purpose is to determine straightness and squareness, to 
demonstrate spiritually that one is justified.

16! Jeff S. Smith

Lesson 5: Tax Collector
Two things are certain, they say–death and taxes. And nobody likes the grim 
reaper who represents either. Case in point is the New Testament treatment 
of the venerable tax man–the publican in antiquated parlance and tax 
collector to you and me. The lowly tax collector, however, redeems himself 
quite a bit in the gospel accounts.

1. The history of taxation can be traced all the way back to the book of 
Genesis, at  least  as far as the story of Joseph in Egypt  (41:25-36; 47:20-26). 
What was Joseph’s flat tax percentage plan? What was its purpose?

Joseph counseled Pharaoh to tax the people at a flat rate of 20 percent, but 
when the famine grew worse, Pharaoh ended up owning the whole country, 
leaving the people entirely dependent upon him.

2. The history of taxation also includes tribute paid to foreign kings and a 
levy made against the Israelites for the upkeep of the priests and the temple. 
How did Peter’s background come in handy for the payment of the latter 
(Matthew 17:24-27)?

Jesus caused a fish to contain enough money to pay his and Peter’s temple 
tax.

3. No one much enjoys paying taxes, but  the support of the faith was surely 
less galling than the other major tax of the first century. Describe that  tax 
and explain why it was so frustrating for the Jews to pay (Mark 12:13-17).

Israel was occupied by the Romans who levied a tax on behalf of Caesar, 
which Jesus affirmed was lawful to pay.

4. What  made the tax collector so unpopular in Israel was the fact that  so 
many of them were native Jews who went  to work for Caesar and gathered 
the taxes from their neighbors for him. How is that  disdain reflected in the 
teaching of Christ (Matthew 5:43-48)?

Jesus reasons that even tax collectors love the few people who love them and 
that Christians should aspire to express love even for those who abuse them. 
Tax collectors were considered to be the lowest echelon of polite society, 
capable of any form of guile in order to get ahead.
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5. Even more telling is the company that  Jesus puts the tax collectors into 
when church discipline is considered (Matthew 18:15-17). Who are they?

Jesus groups them with heathen whom the Jews would have nothing to do 
with, and whom the faithful should reject if the church withdraws from them.

6. But then several surprising developments occur. How does the perception 
of tax collectors begin to change (Mark 2:13-17)?

Jesus persuaded Matthew, or Levi, to follow him and become an apostle. 
Matthew then gave a dinner at his house and entertained many tax 
collectors and sinners, whom Jesus defended to the scribes and Pharisees as 
a worthy audience.

7. Jesus became known as “a friend of tax collectors” (Matthew 11:19), a 
designation he did not reject. Does this mean that  Jesus compromised with 
greed and guile (Luke 15:1; Matthew 21:28-32; Luke 3:7-13, 7:29)?

Jesus did not compromise with sin, but was able to convert these sinners 
into believers who would collect no more than what was appointed.

8. One can only imagine the seething reaction to a parable Jesus taught 
which featured a Pharisee and a tax collector as its major characters (Luke 
18:9-14). What lesson was Jesus trying to teach? 

Jesus was trying to teach them  against self-righteousness–trusting in oneself 
for righteousness and despising others. 

9. How does this lesson relate to Romans 14:10-13 and James 2:13, 
4:11-12?

We are reminded not to judge our brethren more strictly than we operate our 
own lives or according to a personal standard, rather than God’s.

10. The second-most  famous tax collector was actually a chief publican. 
What spiritual lessons do we learn from Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)?

We learn that anyone can be saved who is willing to change and make every 
possible restitution.

10! Jeff S. Smith

Lesson 8: Carpenter
Carpentry continues to be an important trade even today in our tech-heavy 
economy. There is just no substitute or obsolescence for one who can work 
with wood and turn dead trees into houses, pianos and Louisville Sluggers. 
Ninety-nine percent of American carpenters are men as are the two most 
noted tradesmen in the New Testament.2

1. Compare Matthew 13:53-58 with Mark 6:1-6. The two accounts appear to 
detail the same event and yet there is at  least  one noteworthy difference 
between them. What is it? How can it be harmonized?

Matthew calls Jesus “the carpenter’s son” where Mark simply refers to him 
as “the carpenter.” The apparent conflict is explained in that both Joseph 
and his son were likely carpenters and that the mob actually made reference 
to both, although each writer chose to emphasize one or the other instead.

2. What did the crowd intend by remarking about Jesus’s trade and his 
family?

The crowd referred to carpentry and other aspects of Jesus’s upbringing in 
order to expose his humble origins and cast doubt upon claims that he was 
the Messiah. He was too common to be the Christ.

3. How were the other commoners receiving Jesus at this point (Mark 
12:35-37). Why didn’t  the rulers receive him the same way (John 12:42-43, 
7:45-49)?

The common people received him gladly, but the rulers who believed would 
not confess their faith lest the chief priests and Pharisees ridicule them  and 
expel them from the community. They loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God.

4. Why aren’t  more from the elite class of humanity saved (First Corinthians 
1:18-29 and Romans 1:18-21)?

The self-styled wise and powerful trust in themselves and their own intellect 
and morality for a sense of rightness, and thus see no need for Christ and 
the righteousness that comes by faith.
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5. The Sadducees were a political party that also encompassed theological 
matters as well. Their background in the Aaronic priesthood gave them a 
deep interest in ceremonial exactness, but they were more known for their 
rejection of certain honored doctrines. List  them (Matthew 22:23-33, Acts 
23:8).

The Sadducees rejected resurrection, spirits and angels.

6. Which group comes to look upon the church more favorably after the 
resurrection of Christ (Acts 15:5, 23:1-9)?

Many Pharisees actually became Christians, although with difficulty when it 
came to giving up their legalism, where the Sadducees were naturally 
repulsed by such a broad doctrine of resurrection.

7. What kinds of theologians did Paul meet in Athens (Acts 17:16-34)?

Paul met some Epicureans, “a well-known school of atheistic materialists, 
who taught that pleasure was the chief end of human existence” and some 
“of the Stoics–a celebrated school of severe and lofty pantheists, whose 
principle was that the universe was under the law of an iron necessity, the 
spirit of which was what is called the Deity: and that a passionless 
conformity of the human will to this law, unmoved by all external 
circumstances and changes, is the perfection of virtue.”1

8. What  famous theologian saved the lives of Peter and John (Acts 5:34-40)? 
What famous theologian was his student (Acts 22:3)?

Gamaliel was Paul’s teacher.

9. Is Christianity a philosophy (John 8:28-32)?

Christianity is so much more than just the academic study of knowledge. It is 
a religion and lifestyle that must be practical in order to be effective.

10. How necessary is a seminary degree today in order for one to preach the 
gospel effectively (Second Timothy 2:2)?

Preachers can still be trained as they were when the church was young–by 
older preachers teaching the younger. Seminaries can do good, but they are 
no guarantee of orthodoxy.

14! Jeff S. Smith

1 Brown, David, D.D. "Commentary on Acts 17". "Commentary Critical and 
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Lesson 6: Harlot
While not  actually the oldest profession in the world, harlotry sadly comes 
pretty close. Whoredom, as it  also sometimes called, has a checkered history 
even for such a notorious sin, mixing sex with greed and idolatry and 
producing an enticing package for those of both genders.

1. Who is the first Bible character we find visiting a harlot  (Genesis 
38:1-23)? Who was the “prostitute” in question?

Judah bargained to have intercourse with a religious prostitute, who turned 
out to be his daughter-in-law, Tamar, who was trying to gain satisfaction 
from him.

2. What  did he want to do with his daughter-in-law when he learned that  she 
was pregnant due to harlotry (Genesis 38:24)? What  changed his mind 
(25-26)?

Judah wanted to have Tamar burned for becoming pregnant out of wedlock, 
but changed his mind when he discovered that he was the father of her 
unborn children and that she had harshly repaid him for failing to give her 
Shelah as a husband following the death of Er.

3. Two issues emerge on the periphery of this story. One involves the 
obvious sexual double-standard in which a woman will be burned to death 
for harlotry, but the man feels no shame. Think about  another issue. Is 
pregnancy out of wedlock the sin or is it something else?

Pregnancy out of wedlock is not the sin, the fornication is, and that is true 
even when pregnancy does not result.

4. Harlotry invaded Israel along with idolatry, so that noble kings had to 
fight  very powerfully to keep the worship of Jehovah from adopting the 
perverted pagan practices of Syria and Canaan (Deuteronomy 23:17-18). 
What  did Asa and Jehoshaphat do with them (First Kings 14:24, 15:12, 
22:46)?

They banished the perverted persons from Israel because the Deuteronomic 
code forbade the practice.
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5. Harlotry was so prevalent, however, that  much of the book of Proverbs is 
written in order to protect one’s son from falling into her clutches. How did 
she entice (Proverbs 2:16, 7:11-21, 9:13-18)?

The harlot used flattery, her attire, crafty heart, perfume, false promises of 
security, and the naivete of her targets against them.

6. What became of the young man who fell prey to the harlot  (Proverbs 
7:22-27 and Luke 15:30)?

It cost him his life, although he never imagined it would be that serious. 
Even strong men fell prey to her.

7. What does harlotry cost men today (First Corinthians 6:15-20)? Think!

It costs them the respect of their peers, their marriages, their children’s 
respect, sometimes even their jobs. It can cost them their health and even 
their lives.

8. What  was the name of Hosea’s “wife of harlotry” (Hosea 1:3)? Why 
would God want him to marry such a woman (1:2)?

God wanted Hosea to marry Gomer so that he could speak from  experience 
concerning what it feels like to be cheated on by an unfaithful mate, as 
Israel had cheated on God.

9. Who is the Bible’s most  famous and lovable harlot? Why is she 
noteworthy (Hebrews 11:31 and James 2:25)?

Rahab the harlot hid the Hebrew spies because she believed more in God 
than in Jericho.

10. Give some examples of ways that  modern women might sell their 
bodies, even if it is not for actual sexual intercourse (Matthew 5:27-30).

Women who appear in movies, photographs, catalogs, magazines or even 
just in public, in a state of partial undress are selling themselves to get 
attention or to get paid. Women who use their wiles to get gifts and things 
from men are little more than prostitutes. Women and girls who give 
themselves to men just to get attention are selling themselves short.

12! Jeff S. Smith

Lesson 7: Theologian
Today’s theologians are the products of seminaries and are expert  in many 
things with the usual exception of the Bible. Simple texts are complicated by 
skepticism, modernism and some -isms that  haven’t even been identified 
yet. Things were much the same in the first  century–the theologians were 
among the least faithful and obedient of the whole population.

1. What seat  did the scribes and Pharisees occupy (Matthew 23:1-4)? What 
quality harmed their reputation with Christ (cf. Matthew 23:23-28)?

The scribes and Pharisees sat in Moses’ seat as teachers of the law, but their 
hypocrisy made them poor examples of the doctrines they taught.

2. The Pharisees were a separatist group who prided themselves on 
circumspect attention to the minutest  matters of the law. The scribes were 
lawyers, or professional students of the law, who were called rabbis and 
were often members of the sect of Pharisees as well. Perhaps they were the 
clergy of their day; what did Jesus and Peter teach about  common clergy 
trappings (Matthew 23:5-12, First Peter 2:9-10; cf. Psalm 111:9)?

Jesus taught against special clergy uniforms, titles, greetings and favors, 
while Peter showed that all Christians comprise a priesthood of believers.

3. What  problems are created or exacerbated by a clergy/laity separation 
(Acts 17:11, First John 4:1, First Peter 3:15)?

Problems arise when the laity put all their trust in the wisdom  and insight of 
the clergy, leaving them to do all the study and teaching. The laity feel 
licensed to be slothful and even sinful and can be led easily into apostasy by 
a misguided clergy.

4. Consider Matthew 15:1-9. What had the scribes and Pharisees thought 
they found in Corban (cf. First Timothy 5:8)? Discuss.

They thought they had found a loophole in God’s law whereby they could 
minimize their expenses by declaring their parental support money to be 
dedicated to the temple, allowing them to opt out of supporting the aged.

To The Work! 13


