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A PASSAGE THROUGH THE OLD TESTAMENT
Year One

First Quarter: “In The Beginning”
1. Creation (Genesis 1-2)
2. Sin (Genesis 3-4)
3. Noah’s Ark (Genesis 6-10)
4. Promises to Abraham (Genesis 11-12, 15-18)
5. Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 13-14, 18-19)
6. Abraham, Sarah and Isaac (Genesis 20-24)
7. Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25-28, 32-33, 36)
8. Jacob and Rachel (Genesis 29-31, 34-35)
9. Joseph Sold Into Slavery (Genesis 37-38)
10. Joseph Imprisoned (Genesis 39)
11. Joseph Interprets Dreams (Genesis 40-41)
12. Providence (Genesis 42-45)
13. Reunited (Genesis 46-50)

Second Quarter: “From Egypt to Canaan”
1. Call of Moses (Exodus 1-5)
2. The Nine Plagues (Exodus 6-10)
3. The Passover (Exodus 11-13)
4. Crossing the Red Sea (Exodus 14-18)
5. The Ten Commandments (Exodus 19-31)
6. The Golden Calf (Exodus 32-40)
7. Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 1-10)
8. Holy Living (Leviticus 11-27)
9. Leaving Sinai for Canaan (Numbers 1-10)
10. Loyalty and Disloyalty (Numbers 11-21)
11. Balaam and Balak (Numbers 22-36)
12. Moses’s Review (Deuteronomy 1-4)
13. Moses’s Final Charge (Deuteronomy 5-34)

Third Quarter: “Taming Canaan” 
1. Entrance Into The Land (Joshua 1-4)
2. Jericho (Joshua 5-6)
3. Ai and Other Conquests (Joshua 7-21)
4. Covenant Matters (Joshua 22-24)
5. Failure to Drive Out Canaanites (Judges 1-2)
6. Deborah and Other Judges (Judges 3-5)
7. Gideon (Judges 6-9)
8. Jephthah (Judges 10-12)
9. Samson and Delilah (Judges 13-16)
10. Tribal Depravity (Judges 17-21)
11. The Courtship of Ruth and Boaz (Ruth 1-4)
12. Samuel’s Beginnings (First Samuel 1-3)
13. The Ark of the Covenant (First Samuel 4-6)

Fourth Quarter: “The Throne of David”
1. Institution of the Monarchy (First Samuel 7-12)
2. The Reign of Saul Begins (First Samuel 13-16)
3. David and Goliath (First Samuel 17)
4. Saul Persecutes David (First Samuel 18-20)
5. David’s Flight and Fight (First Samuel 21-24)
6. Abigail and David (First Samuel 25)
7. Saul’s Downfall (First Samuel 26-28)
8. David’s Rise (First Samuel 29-31)
9. David Becomes King (Second Samuel 1-5)
10. David’s Successes (Second Samuel 6-10)
11. David and Bathsheba (Second Samuel 11-12)
12. Absalom’s Rebellion (Second Samuel 13-19)
13. David’s Decline (Second Samuel 20-24)

Year Two

First Quarter: “Israel and Judah”
1. David’s Demise (First Kings 1-2)
2. Solomon’s Splendor (First Kings 3-10)
3. Solomon’s Demise (First Kings 11)
4. Rehoboam and Jeroboam (First Kings 12-16)
5. Elijah (First Kings 17-19)
6. Ahab and Jezebel (First Kings 20-22)
7. Elisha (Second Kings 1-4, 6)
8. Naaman the Leper (Second Kings 5)
9. Bloody Reigns (Second Kings 7-12)
10. Fall of Israel (Second Kings 13-17)
11. Hezekiah (Second Kings 18-21)
12. Josiah (Second Kings 22-23)
13. Fall of Judah (Second Kings 24-25)

Second Quarter: “The Major Prophets”
1. The Book of Isaiah (Part 1)
2. The Book of Isaiah (Part 2)
3. The Book of Isaiah (Part 3)
4. The Book of Jeremiah (Part 1)
5. The Book of Jeremiah (Part 2)
6. The Book of Jeremiah (Part 3)
7. The Book of Lamentations
8. The Book of Ezekiel (Part 1)
9. The Book of Ezekiel (Part 2)
10. The Book of Ezekiel (Part 3)
11. The Book of Daniel (Part 1)
12. The Book of Daniel (Part 2)
13. The Book of Daniel (Part 3)

Third Quarter: “The Minor Prophets”
1. The Book of Joel
2. The Book of Jonah
3. The Book of Amos
4. The Book of Hosea
5. The Book of Micah
6. The Book of Zephaniah
7. The Book of Nahum
8. The Book of Habakkuk
9. The Book of Obadiah
10. The Book of Haggai
11. The Book of Zechariah
12. The Book of Malachi
13. Review

Fourth Quarter: “Wisdom Literature & Post-Exile”
1. The Book of Psalms
2. The Book of Proverbs
3. The Book of Job (Part 1)
4. The Book of Job (Part 2)
5. The Book of Ecclesiastes
6. The Song of Solomon
7. The Book of Esther (Part 1)
8. The Book of Esther (Part 2)
9. The Book of Ezra (Part 1)
10. The Book of Ezra (Part 2)
11. The Book of Nehemiah (Part 1)
12. The Book of Nehemiah (Part 2)
13. Intertestamental Period



7. We learn here that  the Judges period did not end at  the conclusion of the 
book of Judges. How did the messenger break Eli’s heart?

He told him that  Eli’s two sons were dead, but the news of the ark made Eli 
fell backward off his seat and broke his neck.

8. What did the Philistines do with the ark (5:1-5)? How did God spoil their 
fun?

They put it in the temple of their idol, Dagon. God made their idol fall on 
his face before the ark and then broke off its hands.

9. How did God punish the cities of Ashdod, Gath and Ekron (5:6-12)?

He afflicted the people there with tumors and destruction.

10. How did they plan to test God to see if he had afflicted them or if it was 
just a coincidence (6:1-9)?

If the cows left their calves, it  would be unnatural and therefore a sign of 
God’s hand.

11. How did the cows’ performance prove God’s hand in the affliction 
(6:10-18)?

They left their calves and went directly back toward the Israelites.

12. Why did God punish the men of Beth Shemesh (6:19-21)?

He punished them because they looked inside the ark.
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Lesson 13: The Ark of the Covenant
First Samuel 4-6

1. What happened when the Philistines battled the Israelites (First Samuel 
4:1-4)?

The Philistines defeated the Hebrews.

2. What did they think would change their fortunes?

The arrival of the ark of the covenant.

3. How did the Philistines react when they understood the ark had come 
(4:5-11)?

They were afraid and felt  certain they were doomed now that God had 
arrived in the Israelites’ camp.

4. Were the Philistines’ fears immediately confirmed? Explain.

No, they defeated the Hebrews again and made a great slaughter of them.

5. What happened to the ark? Why didn’t it work as the Hebrews 
anticipated?

The Philistines captured it. It did not work because the ark was a coffin for 
faithfulness and Israel was not trusting in God.

6. Why was the Benjamite covered in dirt and wearing torn clothes 
(4:12-22)?

He was mourning the slaughter of the Hebrews and the loss of the ark.
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9. What was Samuel’s job (2:1-11)?

He ministered to the Lord before Eli the priest.

10. Describe the character of Eli’s sons (2:12-25). What were their names?

Hophni and Phinehas were corrupt and did not know the Lord. They cheated 
the Israelites during their sacrifices by amending God’s commands and 
threatening those they were to serve. They even committed fornication with 
the women who assembled at the temple door.

11. Why did their sin especially touch God and anger him?

Because it made the people hate worship.

12. What did the man of God predict for Eli’s two sons (2:26-36)?

God was going to remove them from the priesthood and the world. Eli’s 
family would be replaced in the priesthood by Samuel.

13. How long did it take Eli to figure out  that  God was calling Samuel 
(3:1-14)?

God called three times before Eli figured it out.

14. Why was Eli responsible for his sons’ actions?

He did not restrain them from doing evil.

15. How did Eli take the news (3:15-18)?

He understood that it was God’s will and a due punishment for all of them.

16. What  did the phrase “let  none of his words fall to the ground” mean 
(3:19-21)?

None of his prophecies failed.
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Lesson 1: Entrance Into The Land
Joshua 1-4

1. Whose death has left Joshua to lead Israel into Canaan (Joshua 1:1-9)? 
According to Deuteronomy 34:9, what was special about Joshua?

Moses had died, but Joshua was full of spirit and wisdom  because Moses 
had laid hands on him.

2. What promise did God make him in Joshua 1:5?

God will be with him as he was with Moses.

3. Observing what would give Joshua prosperity? The Bible says that  God 
does not change; how does this promise illustrate that truth?

Observing the Law of God would make Joshua prosper, as obedience to His 
New Testament law of faith and liberty will prosper the believer today.

4. According to Joshua 1:10-18, two and a half tribes will not reside in the 
Promised Land. Refer to Numbers 32: Whose children had a great multitude 
of livestock, saw the lands east  of the Jordan were good for livestock and 
asked Moses if they could receive this land and not go over the Jordan?

Reuben and Gad.

5. How did Moses react to this request? How did they compromise?

Moses was displeased with this request and replied, “Shall your brethren go 
to war while you sit here?” (v. 6). The two tribes then compromised with 
Moses and promised to go before their brethren and help them take the land 
(v. 17).

6. In whose house did Joshua’s spies lodge (2:1-7)? What did she do with 
them when the king sought them?

Rahab the harlot lodged the spies and she hid them  on the roof when the 
king came looking.
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7. Why did she help the spies (2:8-14)? What did she ask in return? 

She helped them because she had heard what God had already done for 
Israel and the courage to resist was gone from  her land. She asked only that 
her family be spared.

8. Upon leaving, the spies placed a necessary condition upon their promise 
to Rahab (2:15-24). What was it?

She must tie the cord in the window and bring all her family into her home 
to be saved and keep it secret.

9. Would she and her family be saved without meeting the conditions? What 
would have happened to them, had they scoffed at such a command?

They would not have been saved, but would have been destroyed.

10. How was Rahab an example of great faith (cf. Hebrews 11:30-31)?

She feared God and did found his grace by trusting faith.

11. What are the two messages the Lord gives Joshua (3:1-8)?

Today He will begin to magnify him in Israel’s estimation; the priests should 
carry the ark into the Jordan and stand.

12. What happened to the Jordan when the priests stood in it  (3:9-17)? What 
was the purpose of the memorial stones, according to 4:21-24?

The Jordan was stopped up and Israel crossed through. The stones were 
meant to remind future generations of what God had done for Israel.

13. (Are the two and a half tribes still with their brethren 4:1-24)? What was 
the stature of Joshua now?

The other tribes are still with the main nation. Joshua was feared as Moses 
was and magnified in Israel.
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Lesson 12: Samuel’s Beginnings
First Samuel 1-3

1. What was Hannah’s lament (First Samuel 1:1-8)?

She was barren while her husband’s other wife, Peninnahah, had children 
for him.

2. How and why did Elkanah favor Hannah?

He gave her an extra portion for the yearly offering at the temple because 
he knew she was troubled over her barren womb.

3. What did Peninnah do to Hannah?

She mocked Hannah and made her feel miserable.

4. What was Hannah’s vow (1:9-18)?

If You give me a child, I will dedicate him to your service forever.

5. Why did Eli think she was intoxicated?

Because her lips moved while she prayed without speaking aloud.

6. What cheered up Hannah?

Eli wished that her prayer might be granted. Praying lightened her load.

7. After Samuel was born, what reminder did Elkanah have for Hannah 
(1:19-28)?

He reminded her of her vow to God.

8. When did she carry through with her vow?

When Samuel was weaned.
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8. How did Naomi react when she heard about Boaz?

She praised God for his obvious providence.

9. What did Naomi instruct Ruth to do (3:1-5)?

Naomi tells Ruth to get herself fixed up and to uncover Boaz’s feet as he 
slept so he could tell her what to do.

10. What did Ruth ask of Boaz (3:6-18)?

She asked him to take her under his wing because he was a near-kinsman.

11. What two great compliments did he pay her in verses 10 and 11?

He appreciated the fact that she did not go after young men and she was a 
virtuous woman.

12. There was a problem–what was it? What did Boaz plan to do about it?

Still there was a near-kinsman who was nearer than he and that man had the 
right of first refusal. Boaz planned to ask him if he wanted to perform the 
duty and if not, he would.

13. Boaz tells the man about  the land Naomi had sold that  he could choose 
to redeem and then springs the issue of redeeming Ruth on him (4:1-6). 
How did the nearer kinsman answer the land offer and then the Ruth offer?

The nearer kinsman said that he wanted the land, but Ruth would ruin his 
own inheritance, so he asked Boaz to take care of her for him.

14. What was the reason for this process (4:7-12)?

The reason was so that the name of the dead would not be cut off.

15. After the two are married and begin a family, where was this genealogy 
eventually headed (4:13-22)?

The family line would eventually lead to Jesus Christ.
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Lesson 2: Jericho
Joshua 5-6

1. What  happened to the kings in Canaan when they heard about  this 
crossing (Joshua 5:1)?

Their hearts melted and they lost spirit because they had heard about God’s 
providence for Israel. They had no confidence left.

2. What was God’s next command to Joshua (5:2-8)? Why?

God commanded him to circumcise the children of Israel because they had 
not been circumcising since they left the wilderness.

3. What was God’s punishment of the first generation of pilgrims? Why?

God made them  wander in the wilderness until they all died out without 
having reached Canaan because their faith was weak and false.

4. Why did the manna stop coming (5:9-12)?

They were to put their hearts into the land of promise now.

5. Is this Man deity (5:13-15)? How do you know?

Yes, for He accepts Joshua’s worship and only deity can accept worship.

6. What did the Lord tell Joshua to do (6:1-14)?

He was to march around the city once six days, and on the seventh day, 
Joshua was to march around the city seven times. 
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7. What were the priests to do?

The priests were to blow their trumpets and the people were to shout with a 
great shout. Then the wall will fall down flat and the people will go straight 
ahead.

8. What three commands did Joshua give Israel in Joshua 6:15-19?

Joshua told them to spare Rahab and her household, to avoid accursed 
things and to put all the riches into Lord’s treasury.

9. What happened to the city’s walls?

They came tumbling down because Joshua’s people met the conditions of 
God’s covenant.

10. What would have happened if she had not tied the thread in her window 
(6:20-25)?

They would not have found her house and she would have died like any 
unbeliever.

11. What curse did Joshua put on the city (6:26-27)?

He cursed its prospects for reconstruction.
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Lesson 11: The Courtship of Ruth and Boaz
Ruth 1-4

1. In the days when the Judges ruled, Elimelech went to Moab with his wife. 
What was her name and those of her two daughters-in-law (Ruth 1:1-5)?

Naomi’s daughters-in-law were called Orpah and Ruth.

2. For what reason did Naomi plan to return to Judah (1:6-18)?

She was going to escape the famine that hit her especially hard since she 
had no man now.

3. What did Naomi want her daughters-in-law to do? What did each do?

She wanted them to go to find new husbands. Orpah left but Ruth went with 
Naomi.

4. What common ceremony takes part of its vows from the words of Ruth?

The wedding ceremony.

5. Where did the two ladies land (1:19-22)? Did the people remember 
Naomi?

Bethlehem. She was indeed remembered, but still unhappy.

6. What relationship existed between Naomi and Boaz (2:1-13)? According 
to verses 10-13, why did Ruth find favor in his eyes?

He was of the same family as Elimelech. Her good treatment of Naomi and 
coming to the Lord for refuge made him appreciate Ruth.

7. What favor did Boaz show her in this passage (2:14-23)? 

He fed her and protected her from the reapers and arranged for her work to 
be easier.
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8. Who appeared at the old man’s door and with what evil plans (19:22-30)?

Perverted men arrive in hopes of carnally knowing the Levite.

9. Who was offered to them? What befell the concubine?

The man’s virgin daughter and concubine were offered. The concubine was 
given to them and abused till death, and then later cut in twelve pieces by 
the Levite.

10. What tribe harbored the criminals (20:1-17)?

Benjamin harbored the criminals.

11. How did the battle go for Israel at first (20:18-33)? From whom did 
Israel seek guidance throughout the battles? According to verse thirty-five, 
who defeated Benjamin?

The battle started very poorly for Israel but she continued to seek God and 
eventually he made her defeat Benjamin. 

12. What  was the first  oath the men of Israel made at  Mizpah (21:1-15)? 
Why did this pose a problem now?

They swore that none shall give his daughter to Benjamin as a wife. This 
meant that a tribe would be cut off from existence without women and they 
had no approved women to take.

13. What was the second oath Israel made at  Mizpah? Who fell victim to 
this? What was done with the few remaining virgins?

They then swore that anyone who didn’t come up to fight should die. Jabesh-
Gilead fell victim and the remaining virgins were given to Benjamin, but 
there were still not enough.

14. Where did Benjamin find enough wives (21:16-24)?

Benjamin found wives among the dancing girls of Shiloh.

15. What was the closing statement in the book of Judges (21:25)?

“In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes.”
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Lesson 3: Ai and Other Conquests
Joshua 7-21

1. After victory, why was God disappointed in his charges (Joshua 7:1-9)?

Achan had taken of the accursed things.

2. Who was next on Israel’s battle agenda? Were the spies impressed by the 
next city’s size and capability?

They were not at all concerned with defeating gAi.

3. What happened to Israel at Ai? What was Joshua’s response?

Israel was defeated with 36 causalities because God was not with them 
anymore after Achan’s sin. Joshua tore his clothes and wondered why God 
had brought him here to die and what the Canaanites would do when they 
heard about the defeat.

4. What  did God tell Joshua he must do (7:10-26)? What  happened to Achan 
when he confessed? How did God respond?

He must find the one who violated His will and punish him. He and all he 
had were destroyed and God chose to relent from His anger.

5. How did Joshua plan to use the first defeat by Ai to his advantage (8:1-8)?

He would have Israel approach Ai and then flee as they had the first time so 
that Ai would pursue them and vacate the city; then the men in ambush 
could freely destroy the city.

6. What makes the outcome of the second battle at Ai different (8:9-29)? 
What practical lesson should Israel have gleaned from these two battles?

This time, God was with Israel. We can only be victorious if we are on God’s 
side.

7. What did Joshua do to mark this important victory (8:30-35)?

He read every word of the law of Moses to the people of Israel.

8. What did most of the other kings in the region do when they heard about 
Ai (9:1-2)?

They began to ally against Israel.
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9. What did the nearby inhabitants of Gibeon do instead (9:3-15)?

They worked craftily and pretended to be ambassadors. They took old sacks 
and wineskins and moldy bread to Israel and claimed to be from faraway. 
They persuaded Israel to make a peace covenant with them.

10. How did Joshua and the Gibeonites resolve the matter (9:16-27)?

Joshua upheld the oath, though he was tricked and made the Gibeonites like 
slaves, which the people accepted over death.

11. Whom did the group of kings attack (10:1-11)? According to verse 11, 
with what weapons did Joshua and Israel prevail?

They attacked the great city of Gibeon, which had made the pact with Israel. 
Israel prevailed with swords and hailstones sent from God. 

12. In what way did God heed Joshua (10:12-21)?

He made the sun stand still.

13. How thorough were Israel’s victories (10:22-43)? Why?

Israel was utterly destroying every nation she faced because God was on her 
side.

14. Why was Joshua prospering as a leader (11:1-12:24)?

He was obeying all of God’s commands and leaving nothing undone.

15. According to Joshua 13:7, what did God instruct Joshua to do with the 
land he had already conquered? The completion of this task will cover the 
next nine chapters (13:1-21:45).

He was told to divide the land between the nine and a half tribes.

16. Why did Caleb get a special inheritance (14:6-15)?

Because, like Joshua, he was faithful as a spy when Israel served Moses on 
the other side of the Jordan.
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Lesson 10: Tribal Depravity
Judges 17-21

1. What was found in Micah’s house (17:1-13)?

There was a shrine, ephod, household idols, a priest.

2. According to verse six, what was the leadership situation in Israel? 

There was no king and everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

3. Who happened into Micah’s house? What  comment did he make in verse 
thirteen?

A Levitical priest came into his house. His stupid comment about having a 
priest to oversee his apostasy shows how little truth he knows.

4. Who lodged with Micah now (18:1-14)? According to verse fourteen, 
with what were they impressed?

Some spies from Dan lodged with him here. They were impressed with the 
idols in his house.

5. What did the army take after they were directed to Micah’s house by the 
spies (18:15-31)?

The army took the idols and the priest away from Micah’s house.

6. Did the priest go willingly? Why or why not?

He went willingly in hope of gaining prestige of getting a bigger 
constituency.

7. There are four major characters involved in Judges 19:1-21. List  them and 
describe the role of each.

a. The Levite goes to find his wife and bring her back to Ephraim.

b. The Levite’s wife was a harlot who had gone back to her father.

c. Her father detained the Levite for several days.

d. The old man took the Levite in near Jerusalem when no one else will.
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8. What happened when the Philistines came to arrest him (15:9-20)?

The Philistines came to arrest him so the Judahites bound him  and brought 
him  to them. Samson broke free and killed a thousand men with the jawbone 
of an ass.

9. What did Samson do when he arrived in Gaza (16:1-3)?

He bought a prostitute and then wrecked the city gates as the people 
conspired to kill him.

10. (16:4-14) With whom did Samson fall in love? What did the lords of the 
Philistines entice her to discover? List Samson’s three lies. 

He fell for a woman named Delilah, who was enticed by money to find the 
source of his strength. Samson lied that he could be bound with seven fresh 
bowstrings, could be bound only by new ropes, or could be bound only by 
weaving his locks into a web.

11. How did Delilah finally get the truth out of Samson (16:15-21)? What 
did he reveal to her? What happened to him?

She pestered him daily until he revealed that his strength lay in his 
relationship with God. His head was shaven and he was captured by the 
Philistines who put out his eyes and made him a grinder.

12. What  was this festive occasion at which Samson was summoned by the 
Philistines (16:22-27)? What did Samson request of the lad beside him? 
How large was the assembled group?

The event was a sacrifice to Dagon, their god. Samson asked to lean on the 
pillars and sees that the temple and its roof are full of thousands of men and 
women.

13. What did Samson ask of God (16:28-31)? What happens? How had God 
used Samson’s flaws to serve a purpose?

Samson wanted to avenge his eyes on the Philistines now. He felled the 
temple and killed himself and all there—buried after 20 years of work. His 
youthful impetuosity led him to do what was necessary to destroy the 
Philistines. His imprisonment led him to the place where he could kill so 
many at once.
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Lesson 4: Covenant Matters
Joshua 22-24

1. Why are these two and a half tribes being sent  away (Joshua 22:1-9)? 
What did Joshua command them to heed diligently?

These tribes are sent away because they requested the land east of the 
Jordan on the condition that they stayed and helped Israel win. Joshua 
commands them to heed diligently the Law of Moses there.

2. What did they immediately build by the Jordan (22:10-12)? What did the 
rest of Israel plan to do about this affront?

The two and a half tribes built a great, impressive altar that angered Israel, 
who intended to make war on their brethren over it.

3. When Phinehas comes to rebuke them, what two events from the past did 
he raise as proof (22:13-20; see also 7:1; Numbers 25:3, Deuteronomy 4:3)?

He notes the iniquity of Peor and the trespass of Achan.

4. In reality, why had they built this replica of the altar of God (22:21-29)? 

They feared that future generations would perceive the Jordan as a border 
between God’s people and them and that the next generation beyond the 
Jordan would say they had no part with God. ”

5. How was the problem resolved (22:30-34)? According to verse 34, what 
did they name the altar?

Phinehas and all Israel were satisfied that their brethren had noble motives 
and were acting lawfully. They called their altar, “Witness.

6. What did Joshua tell Israel they would have to do with the remaining 
nations (23:1-13)?

As Joshua grew old, he told Israel that they would have to drive out the 
nations. 
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7. To whom were they to hold fast? To whom were they not to cling?

He admonished them to hold fast to the Lord God and not to bow down to 
idols.

8. What was their marriage law? Under what penalty was this law enforced?

He then reminded them not to make marriages with these nations because 
God would no longer drive them out. 

9. What was Joshua’s pessimistic but realistic vision of their future 
(23:14-16)?

He foretold that the people would bow down to idols and that God would 
destroy them from the land because of their idolatry.

10. What did Joshua summarize in chapter 24, verses 1-12?

He summarizes Israel’s history with God from the beginning.

11. Whom did Abraham’s father serve? Whom did Abraham serve?

Abraham’s father served other gods but Abraham served almighty God only.

12. Joshua commands the people to “Serve the Lord” (24:14-28)! In what 
three ways were they to do this, according to verse 14?

They were to fear Him, to serve Him in sincerity and truth, and to put away 
idols.

13. We know their obedience to God did not last forever, but at least how 
long did it continue (24:29-33)? 

It lasted all of Joshua’s days and the elders who outlived him. 
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Lesson 9: Samson and Delilah
Judges 13-16

1. Again, the children did evil in the Lord’s sight (Judges 13:1-7). Into 
whose hands did the Lord deliver them for forty years? To whom did the 
Angel appear and with what message did he come?

God delivered them  to the Philistines. The angel appears to Manoah’s wife. 
He tells her that she will bear a son who will take the Nazirite vow and 
begin to deliver Israel from the Philistines.

2. What wondrous thing occurred that  caused Manoah to fear he would die 
(13:8-23)? How did Manoah’s wife console him?

They saw the Lord as he ascended in a flame of fire. He consoles her by 
saying that if He had wanted to kills us, he would have and would not have 
shown us all this.

3. What did they name their son (13:24-25)? What does that name mean?

They named him Samson, “little sun.”

4. What did Samson desire (14:1-4)? Why?

He desired a certain Philistine woman for a wife. God was moving upon him 
in his plan to deliver the Philistines to Samson.

5. What did he do at his feast (14:5-18)? What part did his wife play?

Samson posed a riddle to the Philistines and she enticed the answer from 
Samson and gave it to the Philistines. 

6. How did Samson make good on his wager (14:19-20)?

He left her in his anger and killed 30 Ashkelonites and gave their clothes to 
the winners.

7. What happened when Samson returned for her (15:1-8)?

He found that she had remarried, so he burned their fields in vengeance. 
Then the Philistines killed her and her father for vengeance and Samson 
escaped them to a cleft in Judah.
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7. What was Jephthah’s infamous vow (11:29-40)? How did God handle his 
part? How was Jephthah greeted?

If God will deliver the enemy, he will sacrifice whatever comes out to meet 
him. God makes Gideon victorious but his own daughter comes out to greet 
him.

8. Why was this a stupid vow to make?

God would fight for Jephthah if Jephthah were righteous and this vow would 
not help. What did he expect to meet him at the door but his beloved 
daughter? He did not think.

9. Was Jephthah a man of his word? What did his daughter do?

Yes, Jephthah prepares to carry through. His daughter first asks to bewail 
her virginity and then submits.

10. Who contended with the judge here (12:1-7)? With what previous judge 
had they contended?

The Ephraimites contend with Jephthah, as they had contended with 
Gideon.

11. List the next three judges (12:8-15). 

The next three judges are Ibzan, Elon and Abdon.

12. What was said of the last of these three?

Abdon had 40 sons and 30 grandsons and rode on 70 young donkeys while 
judging Israel for eight years.

16

Lesson 5: Failure To Drive Out The Canaanites
Judges 1-2

1. Who was the most recent leader of the nation of Israel (Judges 1:1-7)? 
What had he told them in Joshua 24:20?

Joshua said that if you serve foreign gods, God will turn and harm you.

2. According to Joshua 24:31, what was the result of his leadership?

Israel served God all his days and beyond until his generation of leaders all 
died.

3. Consider Deuteronomy 7:2-5. What did God instruct the people to do as 
they were taking Canaan?

He told them to destroy utterly the inhabitants and make no covenant with 
any people.

4. What great city did Israel take for the first time after Joshua’s death 
(1:8-15)?

Jerusalem.

5. Did Israel completely drive out  the Canaanites (1:16-36)? Look especially 
at verses 19, 21, 25-36. Why do you think they followed this course?

They did not even come close to following God’s commands in this matter. It 
was a difficult task. Perhaps they suffered from fear, lack of faith, weariness, 
or just felt that joint occupation was good enough. Obviously their 
leadership was not as good as with Moses and Joshua.

6. What type of covenant  did God want Israel to make with the Canaanites 
(2:1-10)?

None.
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7. According to verse three, what three results will come from Israel’s 
mistake?

a. God will not drive out the Canaanites

b. they shall be thorns in Israel’s side

c. their gods will be a snare to Israel

8. How could this principle apply to one who becomes a Christian? 

A Christian should strive to remove temptations from  his past life that may 
ensnare him again (Hebrews 12:1-2, Romans 12:1-2). 

9. Describe the new generation of Israel that  appears some time after 
Joshua’s departure.

They did not know God nor the history of their relationship (Joshua had 
recounted history to Israel in Joshua 24 to prevent his generation from 
forgetting).

10. What was Israel’s crime (2:11-15)? What was her punishment?

She served Baals and Ashteroths of neighbors and was delivered into the 
hands of plunderers and was weak before her enemies because God was 
against her.

11. Judges 2:16-19 provides a good introduction and general, brief summary 
of the Judges period. What  was God’s strategy for restoring His people? 
How did the people react to this?

His strategy was to raise up judges to deliver Israel from  her enemies. The 
people would not listen and turned from the word of God over and over.

12. Verse 18 describes the groaning of the judges and their oppression and 
harassment. What do you think were the sources of this maltreatment?

Certainly these enemies were a source, but one must also consider the 
children of Israel who never seemed to learn.

13. How did God respond to Israel’s rejection of his judges (2:20-23)?

God responded with anger and he left the nations where they were.
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Lesson 8: Jephthah
Judges 10-12

1. After Tola and Jair served as judges, the children of Israel did evil in the 
Lord’s sight (Judges 10:1-9). God was angry so he sold them into whose 
hands for eighteen years?

He gave them into the hands of the Philistines and Amonites for 18 years.

2. Summarize the exchange between God and Israel in Judges 10:10-18.

Israel cries for deliverance; God says He has delivered and they will not 
serve him and to go ask the idols for help; Israel cries repentance and puts 
away the idols; God can’t endure their misery any longer.

3. What was Jephthah’s reputation (11:1-3)?

-He was the son of a harlot and a raider and was of low report.

4. How did Jephthah respond when his people came to ask him back 
(11:4-11)?

He mocked their hypocrisy in dismissing him  before and yearning for him 
now.

5. What was his request, if victorious?

He wanted to be their leader.

6. Why did the king of Ammon say he was fighting (11:12-28)? What did 
Jephthah ask of God in verse 27?

The king was fighting to regain lands Israel supposedly took while traveling 
to Canaan. Jephthah asked God to render judgment between Israel and 
Ammon today.
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8. Describe the start of the battle (7:19-25).

The battle started with trumpets, pitchers and loud cries to announce its 
inception.

9. How did Gideon repay those who hindered him along the way (8:1-21)?

He repaid his enemies with punishment.

10. Instead of ruling over the land, Gideon wanted to do what  (8:22-28)? 
What was the result?

He wanted to make an ephod. It was a snare and Israel played the harlot to 
it.

11. How many sons did Gideon (Jerubbal) have (8:29-35)? Were they all 
born by the same mother? What  did the children of Israel do as soon as 
Gideon was dead?

He had 70 sons by many wives. Israel forgot God and played the harlot with 
idols after he died.

12. Whose assistance did Abimelech hire to become king (9:1-15)? What 
was their bloody plot? Who escaped?

Abimelech used his uncles and worthless and reckless men to help him 
become king. They plotted to kill his brothers, but Jotham escaped.

13. What  group of people acted on Abimelech’s side (9:16-25)? Who 
foretells a difficult  reign for Abimelech? According to verses 22-24, what 
did God do about it and for what reason?

The men of Shechem  helped Abimelech. Jotham saw a difficult reign for him 
and God sent a spirit of ill between Abimelech and Shechem to settle 
Gideon’s sons’ blood.

14. How did Abimelech die (9:26-57)?

Abimelech died when a woman dropped a millstone on his head and he had 
his armor bearer kill him.
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Lesson 6: Deborah and Other Judges
Judges 3-5

1.Why were the nations left in Canaan (Judges 3:1-6)?

They were left so that Israel could learn of war and to see if they would 
obey.

2. What did the children of Israel do in God’s sight (3:7-11)?

They did evil in his sight, breaking their side of the covenant.

3. Who was the deliverer that  followed their servitude to Cushan-
Rushathaim? What was the result of his service?

Othniel was raised up as deliverer. He was victorious and the land has rest 
for 40 years. 

4. Who was the next deliverer after the nation served Eglon of Moab for 
eighteen years (3:12-31)? What was the result of his service?

Ehud was raised up as deliverer. He was victorious and the land has rest for 
80 years.

5. Who killed 600 Philistines?

The next judge was Shamgar who killed the 600.

6. When Ehud was dead, how did the children of Israel behave in the Lord’s 
sight (4:1-3)?

They again did evil in God’s sight.
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7. Who was the next judge after a servitude to Jabin of 20 years (4:4-13)?

After the nation served Jabin twenty years, Deborah was raised up as 
deliverer.

8. Who was her military commander? What was his condition for going to 
war?

Barak would not go without her.

9. How did Sisera die (4:14-24)?

Heber’s wife, Jael, kills him  by plunging a tent peg through his temple while 
he slept from exhaustion.

10. What truth of holiness and confidence did the singers express as the song 
opened (5:1-2)?

When leaders lead in Israel, people willingly offer themselves to the Lord.

11. What application might this have in the church, spiritual Israel?

When elders and preachers set a good example, the rest have something to 
imitate.

12. What was the lament that Sisera’s mother uttered (5:3-31)?

She was looking for her son to return but he was dead.
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 Lesson 7: Gideon
Judges 6-9

1. The children of Israel did evil in the Lord’s sight (Judges 6:1-10). For 
what specific reasons was Israel impoverished? What did the prophet report?

The Midianites and Amelekites destroyed their produce and livestock 
because God refused to protect Israel while she was apostate. He reminded 
them of God’s providence in the past and that Israel had rebelled against 
Him.

2. Whom did the Angel of the Lord visit (6:11-18)? With what charge did he 
come? How did the next judge respond?

The angel visits Gideon, charging that he will save Israel. Gideon complains 
that he was the least of the weakest clan.

3. How did God convince Gideon that this was for real (6:19-24)?

He worked a miracle by consuming a sacrifice. Gideon built an altar there 
to God.

4. What did the Lord instruct him to do (6:25-35)? How did he accomplish 
this? How did Gideon’s father contend for his son’s life?

God tells Gideon to tear down the altars of Baal, which he did at night. He 
told the Baalists to let Baal fight his own battle if he was real.

5. Summarize the sign of the fleece (6:36-40).

Gideon asks for it to be wet and then dry and it was so.

6. What problem did the Lord have with his army (7:1-8)? Why was this a 
problem? How was this problem solved? How many warriors were left?

It was too large and God fears that Israel may claim victory without 
realizing divine assistance. The fearful and those who sacrificed vigilance 
for a drink of water were told to go home. Only 300 men were left.

7. Was Gideon afraid of battle (7:9-18)? How was he encouraged? 

Yes, he was afraid of battle. He was encouraged by hearing the dream 
interpreted to his victory.
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