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7. What two things do the elders do for the sick?

Answer: They pray for them and anoint them with oil..

8. This passage appears to be about spiritual sickness. However, often, grave 
physical illness causes a person to begin thinking about  eternity and his soul. 
Is there anything wrong with that? Is the sinner who becomes ill, seeks the 
Lord and is baptized saved?

Answer: It  doesn’t  matter what makes a man search for Christ. Some have 
found the Lord by reading the Bible with a goal of proving faith wrong. If 
illness sends him to God, then thank God. If his faith is insincere or self-
serving, that will become apparent if he recovers. If he does not recover, it is 
not for us to know.

9. Are two prayers better than one? Is there value in asking a brother to pray 
for you or with you? Is there value in praying for a sister we have never 
met?

Answer: It is always of value when more and more will pray for us. Prayer 
is always valuable.

10. Are verses 17-18 an illustration of the power of prayer or an instruction 
to cause droughts?

Answer: Our prayers can be just as powerful as Elijah’s, though we will not 
defy the laws of nature with them.

11. (5:19-20) What  should you do when you see a brother wandering from 
the truth?

Answer: Turn him back.

12. Whose multitude of sins is covered?

Answer: The brother who is turned back, rather than the spiritual one.
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First and Second Thessalonians
Authorship: Paul, A.D. 51

The two letters are addressed to the saints in Thessalonica, the seaport 
capital of Macedonia and center of commerce, wealth and education. When 
Paul entered the city in A.D. 51, he found a large Greek element along with 
a slightly smaller population of Roman colonists. The Jews also inhabited 
the city and had at  least  one synagogue. Thessalonica had a wondrous 
amphitheater where gladiator contests were held, but the town’s general 
morals have been held in doubt for most  of its history. Today it is known as 
the Greek city of Soloniki.

According to Acts 17:1-10, the writer, the apostle Paul, helped to 
establish the congregation along with Titus in about  A.D. 51. His tack was to 
remind them of the prophecies and show that Jesus fulfilled them. A few of 
the Jews were convinced and joined a larger number of devout Greeks and 
women. They were there for less than a month before a mob ran them out of 
town at the behest of the anti-Christian Jews.

Both of these letters were likely written not long after Paul was expelled 
from Thessalonica, probably months apart in A.D. 51.

Because the majority of the church had been converted out  of paganism 
and lives of gross immorality, Paul felt  it  necessary to ground them further 
in the lessons of the cross. While applauding their steadfastness in the face 
of persecution, he encourages them to grow in holiness. 

The first letter remarks on a report Paul had received concerning the 
church in Thessalonica (3:6) and goes to great  lengths to correct  the deep 
misconceptions many apparently had about the return of Christ. It  seems 
that some saints were so convinced that  Jesus would return imminently that 
they had quit working and were dependent upon others to care for them. 

The second letter continues this theme and further encourages the 
Christians to endure their 
suffering while laboring 
to support  themselves in 
an honorable fashion. The 
writer goes so far as to 
describe events which 
must occur before Jesus 
can return, including 
p r o p h e c y a b o u t  a n 
apostasy.



The Epistle of James
Authorship: James, A.D. 45-50

The book is addressed to “the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad” 
in 1:1. Most  certainly, that makes them Jewish converts to Christianity. 
Judging by the overall tone of the book regarding materialism, most  of his 
first  readers were probably quite poor. The author’s frequent mention of 
geographical and meteorological conditions points to the strong possibility 
that he wrote from Palestine, from whence the pilgrims were dispersed.

The author is named James, a servant of God. The New Testament 
makes three men named James prominent — John’s brother, the apostle 
(Matt. 4:21), the other apostle named James, called the Less (Matt. 10:3) 
and the Lord’s brother in the flesh (Matt. 13:55, Mark 6:3). 

The first James was martyred by Herod long before this book was 
written (Acts 12:1-2). The second is also unlikely, for he was an apostle and 
our author does not so identify himself. 

The most  likely candidate is the Lord’s brother in the flesh, who did not 
believe in his brother until after the resurrection (John 7:5, Acts 1:14). 
(Another brother of them both is credited with writing the book of Jude.) In 
spite of his initial disbelief, James is now pleased to call himself “the 
bondservant of the Lord Jesus Christ” (1:1). 

The purpose of this epistle is to instruct and encourage a group of 
downtrodden disciples. The teacher exhorts them to endure the trials brought 
by the rich and to overcome sinful urges by employing a few basic 
principles. The book is sometimes called the gospel of common sense 
because of its practicality.

James attacks the always thorny issue of faith and works from the 
opposite side of Paul in Romans and Galatians, but the three books are each 
necessary to come to a harmonious and thorough understanding of God’s 
will. Where Paul emphasizes faith, because his audience tended toward self-
justification by works of the Law of Moses, James emphasizes the works of 
faithful obedience to Christ.

Lesson 13: True Treasure
James 5:1-20

1. (5:1-6) Are all rich people going to hell?

Answer: No, but  the Lord says that it  is difficult  for wealthy people to go to 
heaven for they often lose humility and worship and trust their riches. The 
rich people James rebukes here are evil ones who come to their luxury on 
the backs of those they oppress.

2. Is James’s description of their materials literal as he writes or is it 
figurative? If the latter, what does the description mean?

Answer: His description is figurative of their relative value in the eyes. 
Theirs are not treasures in heaven.

3. (5:7-12) Verse 7 begins with instruction for the poor and oppressed. What 
is that command? What illustration does he offer?

Answer: Be patient until the coming of the Lord as the farmer waits on the 
rain.

4. James says that  the Lord’s coming is at  hand. This can be taken to mean 
that Jesus’s return is always nigh but it might  also mean a finite judgment 
upon the earth before his return. What event was coming in A.D. 70 that 
could also fulfill what is said here?

Answer: The destruction of Jerusalem made paupers out  of many rich 
oppressors.

5. What  “is the end intended by the Lord” of our patience in suffering, 
according to the example of Job?

Answer: It is the compassion and mercy of God.

6. (5:13-18) Why is prayer called “the last refuge of a scoundrel?”

Answer: It is the first refuge of a saint.
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5. Does this imply that we should not rebuke the false teacher? Does it 
imply that we should not  rebuke an erring brother? Does it imply that we 
should do nothing about a divisive brother?

Answer: No. Other passages prove this type of action is not evil because it is 
God’s will (Rom 16:17-18, James 5:1-20, Titus 3:10-11).

6. (4:13-17) How would you respond to someone who says that  he will wait 
and be baptized next Sunday?

Answer: What if next Sunday never comes for you?

7. Why is it boasting to presume the future?

Answer: Because God has promised us nothing more than the present  on 
this Earth and presuming another day is tempting him.

8. What are some ways in which we fail verse 17?

Answer: We pass up teaching or charitable opportunities or do evil.
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Lesson 1: Joy and Defense
First Thessalonians 1:1-2:16

1. (1:1-10) Faith, hope and love are united in verse 3 as they were in First 
Corinthians 13. How does Paul modify each of these terms here?

Answer: He commends their work of faith—not  ritualistic or dead or 
fruitless, their labor of love, not idle or selfish but giving and active, and 
their patience of hope, which allowed them to endure persecution that  they 
suffered in anticipation of eternal rest.

2. He speaks of their election, a phrase that sends the Calvinistic mind off 
into fantasy. The doctrine of Calvin is that God elects certain men and 
women to be saved and elects others of his creation to burn in eternal hell 
fire and there is nothing that either class of humans can do to change that. 
But  the Bible says differently. Regarding our election, what  must  the 
Christian do, according to 2 Peter 1:10? Compare also Philippians 2:12.

Answer: Be diligent to make your calling and election certain and do these 
things that prevent  you from stumbling. Work our your salvation in fear and 
trembling.

3. We learn something of the conditions and attitudes that accompanied their 
reception of the gospel. What are they (verse 6) and what  had been a fruit of 
them (verse 7)?

Answer: They, like Paul and Jesus, suffered for the gospel, but quietly 
endured the pain with joy. That example in Thessalonica sounded forth in 
Macedonia and Achaia, emboldening the Christians who heard of their 
mettle.

4. Because of the tremendous faith and perseverance of these Thessalonian 
Christians, Paul was now finding himself in the position of listener rather 
than speaker as he entered new communities. What was he being told?

Answer: Those who heard of the Thessalonians’ conversion recounted how 
they had turned from centuries of service to lifeless idols to serve the living 
God. They were now waiting for Christ to return.
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5. (2:1-12) Where had Paul and Silas been before coming to Thessalonica 
originally? Refer to Acts 16:11-40. What last  single act had brought  severe 
persecution upon the two?

Answer: Philippi, where the exorcism of the slave girl landed them in prison 
and in beatings.

6. False teachers had twisted the gospel as early as this into a wicked 
message that convinced sinners to remain as they were. Unlike this devilish 
bunch, Paul and his cohorts were not striving to please men, but  God, who 
tests our hearts. What does First Corinthians 4:1-2 say about  the 
responsibility of preachers?

Answer: They are stewards of the gospel and must be found faithful.

7. We can learn two things about  Paul’s preaching from verse 5. He did not 
accommodate the sins of his listeners with words of flattery, nor did he feel 
tempted to mold the gospel into a financial vehicle or a cloak of 
covetousness. Whose praise did he seek (verse 6)?

Answer: God’s

8. In verse 9 we find out even more about  what  kind of men Paul and Silas 
were while there. What does Paul recall?

Answer: They worked secular jobs by night so that they might preach by 
day and not have to exact any remuneration from the Thessalonians.

9. Verses 10-12 close this paragraph. Describe the behavior of the preachers 
and the method and message they employed.

Answer: They behaved devoutly, justly and blamelessly as they exhorted, 
comforted and charged everyone to walk worthy of Christ, just  as a father 
might his children.

10. (2:13-16) Compare verse 13 with the parable of Luke 8:11-15. Which 
group describes the Thessalonians best?

Answer: The final group that  receives the word and bears fruit with 
patience.
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Lesson 12: Enmity With God
James 4:1-17

1. (4:1-6) The first three verses describe the failure and despair of those who 
try to live outside or contrary to the will of God. For some reason, they 
cannot understand why they are unfulfilled in life. James offers two reasons 
in verses 2-3. What are they?

Answer: “You do not have because you do not ask” and in verse 3, “you ask 
and do not receive because you ask amiss, that  you may spend it  on your 
pleasures...”

2. James uses the figure of adultery to describe the way some saints try to 
live. In the spiritual realm, to whom is a saint  committed? With whom or 
what does he commit adultery?

Answer: He is committed to Christ but fornicates by an affair with the world 
while maintaining that relationship.

3. (4:7-10) The remedy for the spiritually sick is simple but  its bitter taste 
causes many to refuse to be treated. In one sentence, summarize this passage 
in your own words.

Answer: One must resist  the devil and denounce his enticements while 
drawing humbly toward God and what is right.

4. (4:11-12) What are some ways in which we speak evil of a brother?

 a. by gossiping about him 

 b. by slandering him

 c. by accusing without cause 

 d. plotting to do him wrong
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4. (3:13-18) In chapter one, James encourages us to “be doers of the word 
and not hearers only.” In chapter two, he told us to show faith by works. 
After some negative examples in chapter three’s opening, he returns to the 
familiar theme in verse 13; how does he state that theme?

Answer: “Let him show by good conduct  that  his works are done in the 
meekness of wisdom.”

5. What is the meekness of wisdom?

Answer: The meekness of wisdom is humility that is born from being 
Christ-like, a reliance on Christ’s wisdom and realization that we are only 
products of him.

6. How is the wisdom from above described in this passage?

• good conduct  
• works done in meekness of wisdom 
• purity 
• peace, gentleness, willingness to yield 
• full of mercy and good fruits 
• without partiality 
• without hypocrisy 
• fruit of righteousness sown 

7. How is the wisdom from below described in this passage?
• every evil thing present
• demonic
• sensual 
• earthly
• boasting and lying
• self-seeking in heart
• bitter envy
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Lesson 2: Paul’s Concern Over Them
First Thessalonians 2:17-3:13

1. (2:17-20) Refer to Acts 17:1-5. Why had Paul and Silas been removed 
from the city?

Answer: The Jews were angered at Paul’s preaching success and gathered a 
mob to attack them. The brethren sent them away by night for their safety.

2. Satan had not left the preachers alone as they made it  to Berea, though. 
What followed in Acts 17:12-15?

Answer: The Jews of Thessalonica heard of his success in Berea and came 
after him and so he left again for Athens.

3. (3:1-5) Paul’s concern and lack of knowledge over the new church led 
him to send an emissary to Thessalonica. Who is he? What is his task 
according to verses 2-3?

Answer: Timothy is to learn of their welfare and also establish and 
encourage them so that  the persecutions they are suffering will not  shake 
their faith.

4. Did Paul feel like the onslaught  of persecution should be a surprise to 
them? Why did he feel this way?

Answer: He felt that  they should have been expecting it because he had been 
frank in warning them what faith in Jesus cost.
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5. What  expression would describe Paul’s work if the devil had enticed these 
Christians to succumb to the temptation to leave Jesus?

Answer: It would have been vain, a failure because their souls would be lost.

6. (3:6-10) The suspense has built  in the modern reader of this letter and is 
now climaxed by Timothy’s report. What is it?

Answer: The church at  Thessalonica is standing fast  amidst  great 
persecution in faith and love. She remembers their teaching well and desires 
to see the preachers again.

7. What  good result had this in Paul’s life and labor? What would have been 
the effect if Timothy’s report were bad?

Answer: His other distresses were comforted a bit  due to the good news 
from Thessalonica. Had he received a bad report, Paul would have more 
distressed than ever.

8. Had Paul been permitted to remain in Thessalonica to build up the church 
to a point at which he was “comfortable”? Why or why not?

Answer: He had not  been able to stay that  long due to the angry mob that 
sought them.

9. Do you know if Paul apparently ever made it back to Thessalonica?

Answer: It appears that he did in Acts 20:1-5.

10. (3:11-13) Toward what  goal did the apostle work and encourage these 
Christians to seek as well?

Answer: He wanted them to be found blameless at the Lord’s return.

4

Lesson 11: The Tongue
James 3:1-18

1. (3:1-12) Why does James seem to discourage people from becoming 
teachers?

Answer: It is not a pursuit to be taken lightly and brings the teacher into 
greater accountability for the impact he has on others.

2. What is the member of our bodies that causes so many problems?

Answer: The tongue.

3. James illustrates the tongue’s foibles with several metaphors:
VERSE METAPHOR
verse 3 horse’s mouth

verse 4 ship’s rudder

verse 5 sparks that kindle forest fire

verse 8 poisonous beast

verse 11 bittersweet spring

verse 12  unnatural foliage and springs
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7. What is the example raised here by James to illustrate his point?

Answer: Offering a suffering brother only words of encouragement instead 
of actually doing something to help him.

8. (2:18-24) James’s attitude can be described as “actions speak louder than 
words.” How do we show our faith? Can we show our faith without it?

Answer: We show our faith by our works; faith cannot  be shown without 
them.

9. Verse 19 introduces a group that  has “faith” only. Who are they? Are they 
saved by “faith” only?

Answer: The demons; they are obviously not saved though they believe.

10. Who is mentioned as an example of the faith God wants in verse 21? 
The quote in verse 23 is often raised in relation to Galatians 3:6 to teach 
“faith only.” Read the context: how did James know that Abraham believed 
God—by faith only or some work?

Answer: Abraham whose work in sacrificing Isaac showed his faith and 
belief.

11. Verse 24 is sometimes used to separate justification from salvation. Can 
a man be just before God and still sent to Hell? Can a man be saved without 
being justified?

Answer: The two concepts, while different, are inextricably linked by God’s 
justice.

12. (2:25-26) When was Rahab justified – when she believed in Jehovah or 
when “she received the messengers and sent them out another way”?

Answer: When she not only believed but also acted. She was not  saved by 
faith only but by obeying the spies from God.

13. What is the condition of idle faith?

Answer: It is dead like a corpse.
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Lesson 3: Holy Living and Hope
First Thessalonians 4:1-18

1. (4:1-8) Chapter 4 begins the conclusion of Paul’s letter. In your own 
words, what is Paul’s exhortation in verse 1?

Answer: He urges them to grow and increase so that  they might walk and 
please God. Growth is not optional; it is a mandatory process.

2. He desires to reiterate some of Jesus’s teaching for them now and raises 
one such command in these eight  verses. The basic doctrine is in verse 3 and 
introduces Paul’s discussion that concludes in verse 8. What is that basic 
doctrine in verse 3?

Answer:“You should abstain from sexual immorality.”

3. Verses 4-8 give five separate “bullet” points under this doctrine. These are 
five details of obeying this command. List them below:

Verse 4: possess one’s own vessel in sanctification and honor

Verse 5: not in passion of lust likes those who do not know God

Verse 6: do not take advantage of a brother in this matter

Verse 7: God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness

Verse 8: he who rejects this rejects God

4. (4:9-12) A clue to Paul’s teaching here may be found back in 3:2. What 
familial term does the apostle employ to describe Timothy? He uses forms 
of it over and again in this short  passage. How should this affect  the way we 
look at each other?

Answer: He calls Timothy his brother and we should see our fellow saints as 
our brothers and sisters truly.
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5. Comparing 1:7 and 4:10, would it  not stand to reason that the 
Thessalonian Christians had done enough and could now take it easy?

Answer: No, Paul tells them to increase more and more.

6. His final exhortation in this passage is that  they may walk properly 
toward those who are outside. In verse 11, he lists three commands to 
facilitate such a life. What are they? In what  ways do you obey them in your 
life?

Answer: Aspire to lead a quiet  life, mind your own business, and work with 
your hands. I do not cause uproars in my neighborhood over simple matters; 
I do not  engage in gossip or tale bearing; I work through the day at my job 
or around the house or in my benign diversions.

7. (4:13-18) This passage is written to quiet  their fears about  the return of 
Christ  and the fate of their brethren who had already died. Paul’s attitude 
toward death shows through in verse 13. How?

Answer: He doesn’t  want  them to have a fear of death like outsiders do 
(Hebrews 2).

8. How does Paul describe the resurrection day and its order?

Answer: The Lord will descend from Heaven into the clouds with a shout 
and the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of God. The dead saints will 
be resurrected to meet him and then the living saints will be caught  up next 
to join them.

9. Verse 18 is a message of comfort  to Christians but  it  is also a word of 
warning to those outside of Jesus. In your own words, what is that warning?

Answer: If you are outside of Christ when he comes, you will not join him 
or your friends or relatives who are Christians in that day. If you die outside 
of Christ, likewise you will be left out.
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Lesson 10: True Faith
James 2:1-26

1. (2:1-13) We know that God is no respecter of persons and here James 
forbids our being so, as well. Is the situation in this context racial, gender, or 
economic class?

Answer: It is based on the comparative wealth of two visitors: one wealthy 
and the other poor.

2. How were they showing partiality in James’s example?

Answer: They were giving the rich man preferential treatment while 
ignoring the poor man.

3. What is the royal law, as stated in verse 8? What  attitude or action was a 
transgression of it?

Answer:“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Showing partiality in fulfilling it 
is sin.

4. How many laws must one break to become a transgressor of the law?

Answer: It  only takes one. A law-breaker is one who breaks the overall code 
of conduct; it doesn’t require multiple sins.

5. How would you define the “law of liberty” of verse 12?

Answer: It is not a liberty from restraint but  from slavery to sin and also 
from the just recompense of our sins. The law of liberty is the law of Christ 
that allows for mercy on the faithful through his sacrifice. It  is not a liberty 
from toil, either for the same verse enjoins both speaking and doing.

6. (2:14-17) This passage is the death-knell to the doctrine of salvation by 
faith only. Martin Luther believed that  James was a false teacher because of 
this chapter. What is the question raised in verse 14?

Answer: Can faith save someone who has faith but not works?
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7. How important is obedience to our discipleship?

Answer: It is vital. There is no discipleship without it.

8. What in verse 26 makes one’s religion useless? What  are some particular 
enemies of our faith in this regard then?

Answer: One who cannot bridle his tongue makes his religion useless. 
Slander, gossip, conceit, lying and idle words are enemies of our faith.

9. What are the two facets of pure and undefiled religion?

Answer: To visit  widows and orphans with benevolence in their distress and 
to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

10. Is this an individual responsibility or one that should be passed off to the 
church to handle?

Answer: It is an individual responsibility.
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Lesson 4: On the Day of the Lord
First Thessalonians 5:1-28

1. (5:1-11) When one learns that Jesus is coming back to execute judgment 
upon all of humanity, the logical query is, “When?” Can Paul answer this 
question? What does he say about the time of the Day of the Lord?

Answer: Paul cannot tell exactly when, as the Thessalonians understood, but 
he does warn them that  it will be as a thief in the night comes—when it is 
least expected.

2. Who are vulnerable to a thief that appears suddenly at night? Is it they 
who let down their guard in the darkness or they who live in constant light? 
What bearing does this have upon a Christian waiting for Jesus to return?

Answer: Those who let  down their guard in the darkness are vulnerable. A 
Christian remains alert and prepared for Jesus.

3. What kind of life does the word “sleep” identify in verses 6 and 7?

Answer: It is a life without watchfulness and sobriety and indulgences in 
sinfulness.

4. According to verse 8, Christians should do what in preparation for Jesus? 
What  two important areas are guarded by these two pieces of a soldier’s 
armor?

Answer: Put on the breastplate of faith and love and the helmet of the hope 
of salvation. The breastplate guards his heart and the helmet his head. 

5. The word “sleep” is used again in verse 10, but the meaning is different 
than it  was earlier. Before, it meant  living in darkness and sin, but here, 
being asleep is not identified negatively. What  does Paul mean by “sleep” in 
verse 10?

Answer: This is being asleep in Christ, that is, dead bodily before Jesus 
returns.
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6. (5:12-14) One office of men in the church is specified here—what  is it? 
How are men in this office to be treated? What are some practical ways in 
which we can fulfill this command toward them?

Answer: Elders should be esteemed highly for the work they do. We should 
realize that they will give answer for their oversight  and care for the flock. 
We should listen and obey them. When we move or decide to possibly 
attend elsewhere, we should inform them that  we will be in the care of 
another flock and that their primary responsibility to us is complete.

7. This passage is one that  commands patience in the church among all. It  is 
not a verse that eliminates corrective discipline, but  instead shows us how to 
treat different  people who are having various problems. How do we treat 
each of these?

•Disorderly: admonished
•Fainthearted: comforted
•Weak: supported
•All: patience

8. If one continues to walk disorderly, the warning will have to change as 
Paul commands in 2 Thessalonians 3:6—what does he command there?

Answer: “Withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly.”

9. (5:15-22) This passage is a rapid fire listing of various exhortations. A 
summary of them would be that good is to be pursued and held onto; evil is 
to be shunned and avoided in any form. How can we tell the difference?

Answer: We should test all things against the word (Acts 17:11).

10. (5:23-28) What was to be the scope of audience for this letter?

Answer: All the saints were to read it. 
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Lesson 9: Doers of the Word
James 1:19-27

1. (James 1:19-20) In a few words, explain what this passage entails and 
how it would change our lives if universally applied in these situations:

parents with children: more apt to listen before punishing and would avoid 
needless shouting

husbands and wives: communication cited top reason for divorce

perfect strangers: should be treated as neighbors; often no patience 

2. What does the wrath of man produce (Ephesians 4:26, 31-32)?

Answer: It  produces bitter feelings, resentment, division and all manner of 
hardship in the Earth.

4. (1:21-27) Again, the word is described in agrarian terms as “implanted.” 
Does the hearer have any responsibility regarding the reception of the seed?

Answer: Yes, he must receive it properly (Matt. 13:1-8, 18-23).

5. How does the passage describe a man who is a hearer, but  not  a doer? 
How did Jesus condemn such a person (Luke 6:46-49)?

Answer: Such a man is one who is forgetful of what the word has revealed 
about him in the eyes of God. Jesus condemned such a one as a false 
disciple, calling him “Lord” and serving the devil instead.

6. What is the perfect law of liberty (cf. John 8:31-32 and Romans 6:16-17)?

Answer: The New Testament of Jesus Christ, which sets souls free.
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6. Since temptation can effect good, does that mean that God is our tempter?

Answer: Not  at all. God permits temptation because it has good effect on the 
truly faithful. But this passage clearly shows that God is not the tempter 
himself.

7. Fill in the final word in this process: 

Desire ... Temptation ... Enticement ...Conception ...Sin ...Death

8. Verses 17-18 finally establish the distinction between the tempter and 
God. Temptation cannot be attributed to God, for with him, there is no what?

Answer:Variation or shadow of turning. 

9. By what means were we brought forth, according to verse 18?

Answer: By means of the seed of kingdom, the gospel, word of truth, is fruit 
borne.

16

Lesson 5: God’s Final Judgment
Second Thessalonians 1:1-12

1. (1:1-3) For what two attributes of his readers does Paul thank God?

Answer: Their faith is growing exceedingly and their love for each other is 
abundant.

2. (1:4-8) An effective means of teaching is providing an example of the 
ideal you are presenting from the common world. As Paul tries to teach on 
perseverance, what example does he claim to employ?

Answer: He boasts of the church at Thessalonica.

3. With what  two characteristics do they persevere? Discuss how these are 
necessary to your endurance of the trials of life.

Answer: They endure with patience and faith. It takes patience to be 
ridiculed and rejected without seeking vengeance or exploding in anger. It 
takes faith to anchor my soul in God’s will without  straying off course when 
the “sirens” wail their enticing tune.

4. For what cause or goal did they suffer? To what end did the persecutors 
sadly travel (verse 6)?

Answer: They hoped to counted worthy of the kingdom of God and enter its 
rest, heaven. The persecutors were headed for the righteous judgment of 
God, a repayment of tribulation and trouble.

5. Verse 8 states that  those who meet  the wrath of God could easily be 
described in one of two ways. What are those two ways? Which would then 
have been primarily composed of Gentiles and which would have been 
Jews?

Answer: They are either those who do not know God (principally Gentiles) 
and those who refuse to obey the gospel of Jesus Christ (principally Jews).
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6. What is said of God’s final judgment in Romans 2:6?

Answer: God will render to each one according to his deeds.

7. (1:9-12) The absolute horrors of God’s condemnation are described in a 
few words of verse 9. What is the duration of this punishment? How does it 
compare with a life sentence in our prisons on a murder charge? How does it 
compare with a recent mass murderer who was sentenced to two consecutive 
life sentences? Is there any way to fathom a sentence of this duration?

Answer: The duration is everlasting or eternal—never ending. A sentence of 
life or even two is of no comparison to an eternal sentence. Nor is the 
punishment in a prison comparable to that of hell.

8. The Greek word apo (απο) is employed in verse 9 to denote the English 
word “from.” This word actually signifies more in that it  means “away 
from.” Away from what are the condemned banished?

Answer: The Lord’s presence.

9. Who will glorify Christ  in His return and what  enables them to be among 
this group?

Answer: The saints will glorify Christ  because the testimony of his 
messengers was believed.
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Lesson 8: Temptation
James 1:1-18

1. (1:1-8) After a brief greeting, James sets right to work with a passage that 
has become quite adored. Do you think that  verse 2, if left  to stand by itself, 
would seem paradoxical to most people? How is the paradox eliminated in 
1:3?

Answer: It certainly would. Attaching joy to trial seems to make little sense 
on the surface. The value of trial is made clear in verse 3, though. Trials are 
a proving ground for one’s faith. When a saint  endures a trial and overcomes 
it, his faith is proven and his patience is strengthened. “What doesn’t kill 
you only makes you stronger.”

2. The perfection sought in verse 4 is a completeness and maturity. What 
lack might retard spiritual growth, according to verse 5? From whence does 
the supply come to fill that need?

Answer: A lack of wisdom slows growth; one must seek God to fill the void.

3. What should characterize the request?

Answer: Faith, for without the belief that God can deliver, a supplicant  will 
receive nothing. He is double-minded, not fully committed or faithful to 
God.

4. (1:9-11) There is a spiritual equality found in the body of Christ  that 
erases the effects of material wealth among brothers. Refer to Matthew 
6:19-21. What happens to treasure on earth?

Answer: Treasure on earth is used up or burned up or stolen while treasure 
in heaven is preserved and preserving.

5. (1:12-18) A paradox similar to that  of verse 2 appears in verse 12. How is 
temptation a blessing?

Answer: It  proves the faith of man when he overcomes it  and increases his 
resolve to persevere until the end.
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6. What two things does Paul claim about his conversation among them?

Answer:“...we were not disorderly among you; nor did we eat anyone’s 
bread free of charge.”

7. According to verse 9, they could have demanded such payment but did 
not in order to do what?

Answer: They wanted to establish an example for these saints that they 
should follow.

8. What  fantasizing was causing some to forsake work and allow others to 
tend to their needs instead?

Answer: They were fantasizing about the return of Jesus.

9. Again in verse 14, what is Paul’s command concerning those who do not 
keep the apostle’s words and writings? To what goal?

Answer: The others should note him and avoid him that  he may be ashamed 
and return to duty. 

10. With what limit should this be accomplished, according to verse 15?

Answer: He should still be counted as a brother, not  an enemy, in 
admonition.

11. (3:16-18) What is a sign in every epistle and what do you think might be 
the implication of noting this here?

Answer: His signature attached to a letter penned by an amanuensis so that it 
could be distinguished from false teachers seeking to write under his name.
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Lesson 6: The Great Apostasy
Second Thessalonians 2:1-17

1. (2:1-4) Chapter two introduces the principal matter of this letter. How is it 
described in verse 1?

Answer: It  is the (second) coming of Jesus and the gathering of the saints to 
Him.

2. Verse 2 lends some understanding to the manner by which false teaching 
on the subject had invaded this church. What are the three means listed?

Answer: by spirit, by word, or by letter. 

3. What must first come before Jesus’s return? Who must be revealed?

Answer: The “falling away” or the great apostasy. The man of sin, the son of 
perdition must be first revealed.

4. What are his crimes, specifically enumerated in the fourth verse?

Answer: (1) He opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or 
that is worshiped, (2) he sits as God in the temple of God and (3) he shows 
himself to be God.

5. He is said to usurp God’s position in the “temple.” What is the temple 
emblematic of (Ephesians 2:19-22)? What is the Lord’s place in it 
(Ephesians 1:22-23 and James 4:12)?

Answer: The temple is emblematic of the church and God is the head of the 
church, its sole lawgiver.

6. (2:5-12) Verse 6 implies that the Thessalonian Christians were given a 
piece of knowledge that  we are not. What is it  that they know but we are not 
told?

Answer: They have been told what  is restraining the man of sin, holding him 
back from beginning the great apostasy.
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7. Verse 8 jumps quickly to the destruction of the “man of sin,” but that is 
yet far in the future. Again, though, when will he be revealed?

Answer: When the restraint is removed, he will be revealed.

8. English does not do the Greek justice in verse 9: the adjective “lying” 
should be attached directly to each of the three—lying power, lying signs 
and lying wonders. Claims of miracles and supernatural events made by the 
“man of sin” then are examples of what (verse 10)?

Answer: “unrighteous deception among those who perish

9. The “man of sin” does not  preach truth, but lies. Can one be saved by the 
agency of lies (verse 10)?

Answer: No.

10. What have these already rejected, according to verse 10? What will God 
permit  to be sent upon them by the working of Satan after they have already 
rejected this? What will be the sad end of those who rejected the truth for 
unrighteousness?

Answer: They have already rejected the truth and having done so, God will 
allow to be sent upon them a strong delusion that  they might continue in the 
lie. Condemnation is the result.

11. (2:13-17) “From the beginning, God chose these Christians for salvation 
through sanctification by the Spirit  and belief in the truth. Could they have 
possibly believed in Jesus before they were born?

Answer: Of course not.

12. Which traditions should they hold to: those of mere men or those 
inspired by the Holy Spirit?

Answer: Those inspired by the Spirit, whether in word or epistle. All that 
remains now is the written word.
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Lesson 7: Love and Patience
Second Thessalonians 3:1-18

1. (3:1-5) For what does Paul pray in verses 1 and 2?

Answer: That his preaching may have free course to spread without obstacle 
and that he may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men who do 
not have faith. The first indicates that  the word is living and can run. The 
latter that some who claim faith actually possess dead faith.

2. Note the contrast between the evil one of verse 3 and the apostles of 
Christ  in verses 4-5. If these Thessalonian saints have made the contrast, 
what should they do about it, according to verse 4?

Answer: They should do what is commanded by the messengers of God.

3. Verse 5 provides a segue from this passage to the next. Into what  are the 
Thessalonians to enter?

Answer: Into the love of God and the patience of Christ.

4. (3:6-15) With that  in mind, there remains a duty that on the surface may 
appear to be the opposite of this attitude but  Paul says it  is not when handled 
with the proper spirit. What is that duty according to verse 6?

Answer:“Withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not 
according to the tradition which he received from us.”

5. Compare this command to 2:15 and 3:14.

Answer: Both point out  the importance of obeying the apostle’s traditions—
what they taught and exemplified—in all and the punishment for failing to 
do so.

13


